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Supreme  Court  Sidesteps  Teacher  Issue 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  In  its  se¬ 
cond  major  rebuff  to  the  question  of 
gay  rights  in  a  year  and  a  half,  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  has  let 
stand  a  Washington  State  court  ruling 
that  teachers  can  be  fired  for  their 
homosexuality.  The  justices  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s  highest  court  declined  to  review 
the  case  of  James  Gaylord,  a  Tacoma 
high  school  social  studies  teacher  who 
was  dismissed  for  “immorality”  in 
1972.  Gaylord,  who  had  been  teaching 
for  thirteen  years  and  who  was  never 
accused  of  engaging  in  any  improper  or 
immoral  conduct,  was  fired  after  he 
admitted  that  he  was  gay  when  ques¬ 
tioned  by  school  officials. 

The  court  decision  does  not  set  any 
legal  precedent,  and  does  not  mean 
that  the  Supreme  Court  endorses  the 
firing  of  teachers  by  local  school 
boards.  However,  the  decision  does 
have  a  practical  effect  in  the  sense  that 
local  school  boards  need  not  worry 
that  the  Supreme  Court  will  overrule 
them  if  they  do  fire  a  gay  teacher. 
However,  lower  courts  may  still  rule 
that  a  school  board  has  no  right  to 
dismiss  a  teacher  because  of  his  or  her 
homosexuality. 

Only  two  justices  —  Justice 
Thurgood  Marshall,  the  court’s  lone 


“Gay  Way” 

By  Tom  Hurley 

BOSTON  —  “Gay  Way,”  the  week¬ 
ly  talk  show  on  public  radio  station 
WBUR-FM,  will  stay  on  the  air  for 
now.  But  the  resignation  of  one  of  its 
strongest  advocates  within  the  station 
and  the  views  of  Boston  University  of¬ 
ficials  make  it  doubtful  that  this  and 
other  community  service  programs  will 
remain  unaltered  or  even  in  existence 
after  WBUR’s  license  is  renewed  next 
April.  In  the  meantime,  a  group  of 
listener-sponsors  has  begun  to  fight  to 
protect  the  programs  they  enjoy  and 
help  finance. 

Citing  “threats  to  gay  programming 
and  other  access  shows”  among  his 
reasons,  Vic  Wheatman,  WBUR  Pro¬ 
gram  Director,  submitted  his  resigna¬ 
tion  last  September  16.  Wheatman  told 
GCN  that  although  BU  officials  have 
not  ordered  the  station  to  cancel  Gay 
Way,  they  are  pushing  the  station  man¬ 
agement  toward  altering  the  program’s 
format.  In  fact,  argues  Wheatman, 
“Gay  Way  is  a  prime  target”  in  Boston 
University  president  John  Silber’s  at¬ 
tempt  to  make  WBUR  more  attractive 
to  conservative  trustees  and  alumni. 

“Vic  Wheatman  was  one  of  our 
strongest  proponents,”  said  Ann  Ma¬ 
guire  who  co-hosts  the  show  with  Steve 
Blevins.  “It  remains  to  be  seen  what 
his  loss  will  mean  to  us.”  For  the  mo¬ 
ment  the  loss  may  mean  very  little. 
WBUR  Generaly  Manager  Bonnie 
Cronin  told  GCN  last  week  that 
“There  are  no  plans  to  cancel  Gay 
Way;  there  are  no  more  plans  [to  alter 
it]  than  with  any  other  programs.”  All 
Cronin  foresees  now  are  certain  tech¬ 
nical  changes  in  production  —  making 
sure  that  listeners  can  hear  telephone 
conversations  is  the  example  she  gave. 
Cronin  denied  she  is  considering  any 
changes  of  format  or  staff. 

But  the  administration  of  Boston 
University  which  owns  the  station  li¬ 
cense.  seems  to  have  different  ideas. 


black  judge,  and  Justice  William  Bren¬ 
nan  —  voted  to  review  the  case.  The 
approval  of  four  justices  is  necessary 
for  review. 

The  last  time  the  court  heard  argu¬ 
ments  in  a  case  that  involved  discrimi¬ 
nation  against  gay  people  was  ten  years 


“Silber  wants  Gay  Way  off  the  air,” 
Ann  Maguire  says  flatly.  She  feels  the 
show  is  safe  while  the  university  is  con¬ 
cerned  with  community  ascertainment, 
the  process  whereby  a  station  deter¬ 
mines  if  it  is  serving  the  needs  of  its 
listeners,  and  license  renewal  proced¬ 
ures.  “After  license  renewal,  they’ll  do 
whatever  they  want.” 

Between  Silber  and  Cronin  in  the  BU 
chain  of  command  are  two  persons: 
Vice  President  for  Administration  Ger¬ 
ald  Gross  and  the  man  he  appointed 
last  spring  to  act  as  a  “consultant”  for 
WBUR,  Professor  Blaine  Littell.  Both 
are  uncomfortable  with  much  of 
WBUR’s  current  programming;  they 
are  especially  displeased  with  Gay 
Way. 

During  a  tape-recorded  discussion 


MIAMI  —  A  court  psychiatrist  has 
recommended  a  strict  regimen  of  foot¬ 
ball  alternating  with  off-season  psy¬ 
chotherapy  for  a  Miami  youth  accused 
of  shooting  a  gay  man  with  a  BB  gun. 
The  youth  was  declared  a  delinquent 
by  Judge  Seymour  Gelber  of  Juvenile 
Court  after  pleading  no  contest  to 
charges  of  aggravated  battery  and  the 
use  of  a  weapon  in  the  BB-gun  shoot¬ 
ing  of  John  Ward  on  June  27. 

Ward,  27,  a  bartender  at  a  local  gay 
bar,  suffered  a  collapsed  lung  after  he 
was  shot  while  waiting  for  a  taxi  in  Co¬ 
conut  Grove. 

After  testimony  from  John  Ward, 
the  defense  called  Dr.  Ronald  A.  Shel- 
low,  a  Miami  psychiatrist  who  special¬ 
izes  in  adolescent  behavior,  to  the  wit¬ 
ness  stand. 

He  testified  that  the  tall,  broad 
shouldered  youth,  who  looks  much 
older  than  16,  “has  a  great  deal  of 
anxiety  and  feelings  of  inadequacy 


ago  when  the  court  ruled  that  gay 
aliens  could  be  excluded  from  the 
country  under  a  law  barring  “persons 
afflicted  with  a  psychopathic  personal¬ 
ity.”  In  March,  1976,  the  court  refused 
to  hear  arguments  questioning  the  con¬ 
stitutionality  of  the  Virginia  state  sod¬ 
omy  laws.  As  in  the  Gaylord  case  last 
week,  not  enough  justices  indicated 
that  they  wished  to  hear  arguments  for 
the  Supreme  Court  to  take  the  Virginia 
case. 

On  the  same  day  that  the  court  re¬ 
fused  to  hear  arguments  in  the  Gaylord 
case,  the  justices  also  declined  to  re¬ 
view  a  case  that  dealt  with  a  gay  teach¬ 
er  in  New  Jersey  who  was  ordered  to 
take  a  psychiatric  examination  after  it 
was  learned  that  he  was  president  of 
the  state’s  Gay  Activist  Alliance.  The 
teacher,  John  Gish,  asserted  that  the 
decision  of  the  Paramus  Board  of  Ed¬ 
ucation  was  in  violation  of  his  rights  to 
privacy,  freedom  of  expression,  and 
equal  protection. 

Gaylord,  who  now  works  for  the 
American  Federation  of  Teachers,  told 
the  New  York  Times  that  “Needless  to 
say.  I’m  disappointed.  For  me,  it  is  the 
end  of  the  road.  I’m  not  terribly  happy 
about  losing,  but  someone  else  will 
win,  believe  me.” 


with  station  officials  on  August  23, 
Gross  distinguished  between  “report¬ 
ing”  and  “advocacy”  and  argued 
“Advocacy  is  not  in  the  fabric  of  the 
University.”  Later  in  the  meeting 
Gross  applied  this  distinction  to  Gay 
Way:  “The  editorial  structure  of  that 
program  when  it  was  conceived  at  a 
point  in  time  had  a  certain  clear  logic. 
Now  it  no  longer  has  that  clear  logic.  It 
has  become  something  else  especially  in 
terms  of  a  university  station  where  we 
have  a  rather  young  listener  audience.” 
Although  he  then  qualified  this  by  say¬ 
ing  “That  doesn’t  mean  the  gay  mess¬ 
age  as  such  can’t  be  examined,  thought 
of,  looked  at  in  a  number  of  ways.” 
Gross  quickly  added  that  he  was  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  effect  of  Gay  Way  on 
“this  institution  and  the  fact  that  we 


about  his  manliness.  He  exerts  macho 
behavior  which  responds  in  hair¬ 
brained  and  destructive  ways.” 

Shellow  said  that  he  had  seen  him 
three  times  since  July.  Although  psy¬ 
chiatric  tests  showed  he  has  “serious 
emotional  difficulties,”  Shellow  said, 
it  would  be  as  theraputic  for  him  to 
participate  in  the  football  program  at 
the  high  school  he  attends  as  it  would 
be  to  continue  psychotherapy. 

Football  would  let  him  vent  his  ag¬ 
gressive  feelings,  Shellow  said. 

Justice  Gelber  asked  the  psychiatrist 
if  people  were  safe  from  the  youth 
now.  Shellow  answered  yes  because 
“he’s  in  an  intense  athletic  program.” 

The  judge  asked  if  society  would 
have  to  watch  out  for  him  during  the 
off-seascn  and  Shellow  responded, 
“Yes,  but  we  plan  to  pick  up  psychi¬ 
atric  treatment  after  football  season.” 

The  youth  testified  that  on  the  night 
of  the  shooting  he  and  some  friends 


In  a  statement,  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force  co-directors  Jean  O’Leary 
an  Bruce  Voeller  strongly  criticized  the 
court’s  decision  asserting  that  it  “has 
added  to  the  climate  of  fear  and  intim¬ 
idation  now  being  directed  at  this  na¬ 
tion’s  many  gay  teachers.”  However, 
the  Task  Force  statement  cautioned 
against  overreaction  and  noted  that 
“the  Court’s  failure  to  rule  in  the 
Gaylord  case  sets  no  precedent  of  any 
kind,  and  has  no  effect  whatsoever  on 
previous  state  and  Federal  court  de¬ 
cisions  upholding  the  right  of  homo¬ 
sexual  teachers  to  their  jobs.” 

Meryl  Friedman,  New  York  Gay 
Teacher’s  activist,  said  that  the  court 
action  “is  going  open  doors”  for  local 
school  boards  to  dismiss  teachers. 
“We’ve  got  to  educate  them  to  the  fact 
that  there  have  been  gay  teachers  from 
time  immemorial;  Socrates,  for  in¬ 
stance.” 

When  she  heard  about  the  Supreme 
Court  decision,  anti-gay  crusader 
Anita  Bryant  responded  saying,  “Now 
I  have  greater  hope  that  God  has  given 
America  a  space  to  repent  and  that  this 
will  slow  down  the  forces  that  are  at¬ 
tempting  to  destroy  the  foundations  of 
this  country  —  the  family  unit.” 


have  a  very  mixed  bag  of  students  here 
who  are  not  ready  to  be  proselytized  by 
anybody.  I  think  there  are  kids  who  are 
completely  unformed  at  age  sixteen- 
seventeen.”  This  remark  about  “un¬ 
formed”  students  was  criticized  im¬ 
mediately  by  psychiatrist  and  WBUR 
Community  Volunteer  Dick  Gold- 
water,  also  at  the  meeting.  Goldwater 
added  that  he  thought  it  was  healthy 
for  students  to  have  access  to  “a  place 
where  they  say  I’m  gay  and  I  like  it.” 

‘  ‘  ‘A  dvocating  ’  ’  Gay  ness? 

Has  Gay  Way  changed  over  the 
years?  Does  it  “advocate”  gayness? 
Ann  Maguire  commented  at  length  on 
Gross’  opinion:  “Gay  Way  came  on  in 
1970.  It  was  at  that  time  a  half-hour 
taped  program.  It  very  much  went  into 
(Continued  on  page  5) 


had  gone  out  to  get  something  to  eat 
and  went  to  get  some  ice  cream. 

“We  were  riding  around  the  Grove 
and  we  just  wanted  to  shoot  out  a  sign 
or  at  a  garbage  can  as  a  joke,”  he  said. 
“We  didn’t  have  any  idea  the  gun  was 
that  powerful.  We  had  no  idea  it  would 
harm  Mr.  Ward.” 

More  than  40  members  of  Miami’s 
Gay  Coalition  stood  outside  the  small 
courtroom  while  a  dozen  members 
were  inside. 

Jack  Campbell,  president  of  the 
group  said  he  didn’t  favor  a  jail  term 
for  the  youth. 

“That  would  not  help  anything,”  he 
said.  “I  am  very  interested  to  see  if  the 
judge  feels  having  this  young  man  vent 
his  aggressions  on  the  football  field  is 
the  best  way  to  deal  with  the  prob¬ 
lem.” 

Judge  Gelber  has  set  sentencing  foi 
Oct.  18. 


Football  Therapy  Suggested  For  Accused  Assailant 


— Safe  for  Now,  But  Future  in  Doubt 


ANITA,  NATIONAL  HEROINE? 


BOWING  TO  THE  BACKLASH 

RENTON,  WA.  —  Two  communities  have  decided 
to  exclude  gay  protection  from  Human  Rights  legis¬ 
lation,  after  having  included  gays  in  the  original 
drafts,  the  Advocate  reports.  In  Renton,  Washing¬ 
ton,  the  Human  Right  and  Affairs  Commission 
voted  4-2  to  delete  gay  protection  from  the  ordi¬ 
nance.  If  gay  rights  were  included,  the  entire  ordi¬ 
nance  "wouldn't  pass  the  council  in  this,  a  political 
year,"  said  one  town  official. 

In  Palm  Beach.  County  (Florida)  the  Human  Re¬ 
sources  Committee  is  re-writing  its  employment 
rights  ordinance  to  exclude  gay  protection.  Gay 
people  had  been  covered  under  the  original  draft's 
very  general  wording.  Committee  sources  told  the 
Miami  Herald  that  the  ordinance  was  being  rewrit¬ 
ten  because  committee  members  are  "unwilling  to 
become  embroiled  in  a  Dade  [County]  like  gay 
rights  controversy." 

In  August,  the  Austin  [Texas]  C'uy  Council  also 
dropped  gay  rights  protection  in  its  new  housing 
rights  ordinance.  Fear  of  public  opinion  were  cited 
as  reasons  for  the  exclusion. 


‘INTIMACr  AT  HCHS 

BOSTON  —  The  Homophile  Community  Health 
Service  is  offering  two  series  of  workshops  on  "ln- 
timact,"  one  for  men  and  one  for  women.  Topics  to 
be  covered  in  the  four  three-hour  sessions  include 
becoming  intimate,  staying  intimate,  jealousy  and 
separation  issues.  The  workshops  for  men  will  be 
held  on  October  18,  25,  November  1  and  8.  Regi¬ 
stration  deadline  for  men  is  October  15.  For  wom¬ 
en,  the  workshops  will  be  held  November  22,  19, 
December  6  and  13  and  the  registration  deadline  is 
November  18.  Workshops  will  be  held  at  the  HCHS 
offices  at  80  Boylston  Street  in  Boston.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  and  fees,  call  HCHS  at  542-5188. 

FEMINISM  AND  CHRISTIANITY 

BOSTON  —  A  course  on  Feminist  Views  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  now  underway  at  MCC/Boston.  The 
course,  led  by  Rev.  Marge  Ragona,  is  being  offered 
every  Monday  evening  at  the  church  at  7:30  p.m. 
and  all  women  are  welcome.  The  course  utilizes  a 
book  called  Feminist  Views  of  Christianity,  written 
by  Rev.  Ragona  and  Jennie  Bull.  MCC  is  located  in 
the  basement  of  the  Old  West  Church,  131  Cam¬ 
bridge  Street,  Boston. 


DOB  FAIR  A  SUCCESS 

CAMBRIDGE  —  Boston  Daughters  of  Bilitis  (DOB) 
held  a  very  well-attended  flea  market  and  crafts 
fair  at  the  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church  on  Satur¬ 
day,  October  1  from  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  A  pleasing 
array  of  "white  elephant"  items,  handmade  jewel¬ 
ry,  plants,  etc.,  was  available  for  sale,  proceeds 
going  either  to  individuals  or  organizations  who 
had  purchased  their  spaces  from  DOB. 

DOB  women  cheerfully  dispensed  attractively 
priced  homemade  "Sloppy  Joes"  and  cookies, 
coffee  and  soft  drinks  to  the  friendly  crowd  of  gays 
and  straights,  men  and  women. 

This  first  enterprise  of  the  current  season  was 
successful  both  financially  and  socially,  giving  a  lift 
not  only  to  the  organization's  treasury  but  also  to 
the  spirits  of  the  DOB  members. 

Further  such  community  events  are  planned  for 
the  future  as  well  as  the  annual  Thanksgiving  Din¬ 
ner  (lovingly  cooked  entirely  by  members),  coming 
next  month.  Watch  GCN  for  details. 


LES  GAIS  DE  QUEBEC 

MONTREAL  —  The  First  National  Conference  of 
Gay  Men  and  Lesbians  in  Quebec  will  be  held  in 
this  city  on  October  15  and  16.  The  purpose  of  the 
meeting  is  to  begin  a  dialogue  on  gay  liberation 
and  to  begin  to  build  a  united  movement  in  the 
province.  The  conference  will  be  held  at  1212  Panet 
in  Montreal  and  people  should  contact  Comite  des 
Communications,  ADGQ,  CP  36,  Succ.  C.,  Montreal, 
Quebec  H2L4J7  for  more  information.  Conference 
organizers  can  be  reached  at  (514)  843-8671. 

WOMENVISIONS 

BOSTON  —  A  two-day  women's  conference  on 
"Visions"  will  be  held  at  Boston  University  on  Oct. 
22  and  23.  The  conference,  which  will  discuss  the 
impact  of  women  in  the  future  ,  will  feature  a  num¬ 
ber  of  well-known  feminist  notables  including  poet 
and  novelist  Marge  Piercy,  Women  and  Madness 
author  Phyllis  Chester,  and  black  novelist  Toni  Mor¬ 
rison.  For  information,  women  should  contact 
Claudine  Wilder  at  the  New  Bedford  Women's 
Center.  Her  telephone  is  1-489-3594.  Registration 
for  the  weekend  is  $30  or  $15  for  individual  gays. 

SPEAKERS'  BUREAU  ELECTS 

BOSTON  —  The  Gay  Speakers'  Bureau,  which 
provides  openly  gay  people  to  heterosexual  groups 
for  speaking  engagements,  met  Sept.  21  to  organ¬ 
ize  for  the  coming  year.  Unveiled  were  plans  to  in¬ 
corporate  as  a  non-profit,  tax-exempt  corporation. 
Thus,  a  new  set  of  By-laws  were  discussed  and 
passed  and  officers  elected.  Also,  the  speaker's  fee 
distribution  policy  was  revised,  and  desired  quali¬ 
ties  for  speakers  were  announced. 

The  GSB  especially  needs  people  who  fit  any  of 
the  following  categories:  lesbians,  gay  people  with 
cars  (whether  to  speak  or  just  to  drive  speakers), 
publicity  workers,  natural  or  adoptive  parents  , 
and  elementary  or  secondary  teachers.  If  you  fit 
any  of  these  categories  call  the  GSB  at  (617) 
354-0133  (10  a.m-10  p.m.).  Drivers  and  speakers 
are  reimbursed  for  expenses  from  the  speaking  fee 
collected.  The  GSB  sends  one  lesbian  and  one  gay 
man  to  each  engagement  whenever  possible. 

New  officers  are:  David  Peterson,  president; 
Tom  von  Foerster,  secretary;  and  Charles  Bonnell, 
treasurer.  Paula  Bennett  is  currently  the  scheduler. 
The  members  also  expressed  their  deep  apprecia¬ 
tion  to  Ann  Wadsworth,  retiring  treasurer. 

LAMBDA  HONORS  MIAMI 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Dade  County  Coalition  for  Hu¬ 
man  Rights  has  been  named  the  recipient  of  the 
Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund  annual 
award.  The  Lambda  Award  is  given  in  recognition 
of  a  significant  contribution  to  securing  the  civil 
rights  of  homosexuals.  The  award  will  be  received 
by  Jack  Campbell  and  Marcy  Lefton  on  behalf  of  the 
Coalition  at  a  dinner  at  the  Hotel  Lexington  in  New 
York  on  October  17. 

This  year  marks  the  second  time  that  the  Lambda 
Award  has  been  presented.  The  1976  recipient  was 
lesbian  Massachusetts  State  Rep.  Elaine  Noble.  The 
Noble  award  was  presented  by  New  York  State 
Sen.  Carol  Bellamy,  a  member  of  Lambda's  Board 
of  Advisors,  and  the  expected  winner  of 
November's  election  for  New  York  City  Council 
President. 

OUT-OF-TOWN  COUNSELING 

QUINCY,  MA.  —  Changes  and  expansion  of  ser¬ 
vice  has  been  announced  by  Mass  Bay  Counseling 
Associates.  Terry  Kaminsky,  senior  Associate,  had 
resigned  from  the  Association  effective  September 
1.  Kaminsky  resigned  to  give  time  to  other  profes¬ 
sional  pursuits.  In  the  meantime,  Mass  Bay  Coun¬ 
seling  Associates  is  offering  counseling  services  to 
gays  in  two  new  areas:  the  Blackstone  Valley  Area 
(Milford,  Franklin,  Bellingham,  Blackstone,  Woon¬ 
socket,  R.I.);  and  suburban  Rhode  Island  towns  sur¬ 
rounding  Narragansett  Bay.  The  expansion  is  in 
keeping  with  the  hope  to  bring  counseling  services 
to  gays  in  suburban/rural  areas. 


GREENVILLE,  S.C.  —  Dr.  Bob  Jones,  fundamen¬ 
talist  Christian  and  president  of  Bob  Jones  Univer¬ 
sity,  said  recently  that  Anita  Bryant  should  be  con¬ 
sidered  a  national  heroine  because  of  her  anti-gay 
campaign.  Jones  asserted  that  God  hates  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  that  it  is  "becoming  a  frightening 
possibility"  that  homosexuality  will  bring  God's 
judgement  on  the  United  States. 

It  is  "a  reflection  on  Christian  manhood  that  a 
woman  possessed  of  moral  courage  and  scriptural 
principle  had  to  blow  the  whistle  on  these  moral 
deviates,”  said  Jones. 

POLITIC  PROTESTS 

TORONTO,  Canada  —  The  Body  Politic,  Toronto- 
based  gay  liberation  newsmagazine,  has  filed  a 
complaint  with  the  Canadian  Radio-Television  Tele¬ 
communications  Commission  regarding  the  refusal 
of  a  local  radio  station  to  broadcast  its  advertising. 

The  complaint,  dated  Sept.  26,  claims  that  radio 
station  Q107  discriminated  unfairly  against  Pink 
Triangle  Press,  the  newspaper's  publisher,  in 
cancelling  an  ad  contract  for  two  weeks  of  air  time. 

In  a  letter  to  the  paper,  A.  P.  Viner,  general 
manager  of  Q107,  stated  that  "we  do  not  feel  we 
are  bound  to  accept  advertising  in  these  areas 
where  we  do  not  have  the  opportunity  to  clarify  our 
position  or  note  an  opinion."  He  went  on  to  say  that 
"public  sensitivity  to  gay  oriented  advertising 
would  be  negative  and  not  in  the  best  interests  of 
either  the  advertiser  or  the  radio  station." 

The  advertisement  submitted  read  in  part:  "Are 
you  gay?  Look  into  The  Body  Politic,  Canada's  gay 
newsmagazine.  It's  a  new  way  of  seeing  the  world 
through  your  own  eyes."  The  ad  went  on  to  list 
some  of  the  features  in  the  September  issue. 

EX-GAY  EVANGELIST  QUITS 

NEW  YORK  —  Guy  Charles,  the  former  gay 
activist  and  Advocate  writer,  has  resigned  his 
position  in  the  Christian  fundamentalist  organiza¬ 
tion,  "Liberation  Through  Jesus  Christ."  Charles 
had  been  leading  revival  sessions  in  an  attempt  to 
persuade  gay  people  to  "repent"  and  go  "straight." 
He  recently  led  a  meeting  in  Braintree,  Mass.,  in 
which  two  young  men  were  "saved"  from  homo¬ 
sexuality. 

According  to  "Liberation  Through  Jesus  Christ," 
the  former  Gay  Activist  Alliance  public  relations- 
person  resigned  for  "personal  reasons."  However, 
other  sources  reported  that  Charles  was  forced  out 
after  a  number  of  complaints  that  he  had 
attempted  to  have  sexual  relations  with  young  men 
who  were  sent  to  him  for  spiritual  "guidance." 


HEALTH  ACTIVISTS  APPEAL 

TALLAHASSEE,  Fla.  —  Four  feminist  health 
activists  who  were  convicted  of  trespassing  last 
May  for  their  participation  in  a  WATCH  (Women 
Acting  to  Combat  Harassment)  consumer  group 
inspection  of  the  maternity  ward  of  Tallahassee 
Memorial  Hospital  filed  appeals  last  week  charging 
flagrant  errors  and  abuses  by  the  local  trial  court. 
Carol  Downer,  Ginny  Cassidy,  Janice  Cohen  and 
Linda  Curtis  gave  the  Supreme  Court  of  Florida 
evidence  that  the  trial  judge  committed  "prejudicial 
error"  for  punishing  "conduct  which  by  modern 
standards  would  be  considered  innocent,"  and  not 
declaring  the  trespass  law  unconstitutionally  vague 
and  too  broad. 

The  women  also  contend  that  the  sentencing  by 
the  judge  (30  and  60  days,  and  $500  and  $1000 
fines)  was  an  abuse  of  his  discretion.  "It  is  obvious 
that  this  prosecution  was  undertaken  to  punish 
those  associated  with  the  Tallahassee  Feminist 
Women's  Health  Center  because  of  their  strong 
differences  with  the  local  medical  association  and, 
indeed,  with  Tallahassee  Memorial  Hospital  itself 
(because  of  its  refusal  to  enter  into  a  transfer 
agreement  with  the  center),"  they  charged.  The 
Feminist  Women's  Health  Center,  which  is  a 
member  of  WATCH,  has  requested  a  transfer 
agreement  which  would  allow  for  the  safe  and 
efficient  transfer  of  women  having  medical 
emergencies  from  the  center  to  the  hospital.  Talla¬ 
hassee  Memorial  Hospital  officials  have  refused  to 
make  the  agreement  several  times  since 
September  1975. 

For  further  information,  or  to  send  a  donation  to 
help  defray  legal  expenses,  contact  the  Talla¬ 
hassee  Feminist  Women's  Health  Center,  1017 
Thomasville  Rd.,  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  or  call  (904) 
224-9441. 
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Gay  Rights  Advocate  Runs  for  Cambridge  Council 


CAMBRIDGE,  MA.  —  Feminist, 
human  services  advocate,  and  gay 
rights  supporter  Mary  Ellen  Preusser  is 
presently  a  candidate  for  a  seat  on  the 
nine-person  Cambridge  City  Council. 
Preusser  has  been  endorsed  by  the 
Cambridge  Convention  ’77,  a  group  of 
Cambridge  liberals  who  are  battling 
with  more  conservative  elements  in  the 
city  for  control  of  the  council  now  split 
almost  evenly  between  the  two  groups. 
Preusser  placed  eleventh  in  the  1975 
election  for  a  council  seat. 

“In  recent  months,  public  attention 
has  been  increasingly  directed  to 
world-wide  human  rights  issues.  In 
Massachusetts,  this  issue  is  often 
spoken  of  (syncnomously  with  gay 
rights,”  she  said. 

“I  belive  nocitizen  should  be  denied 
employment,  housing,  credit,  public 
accomodations,  business  opportunities 
or  any  of  the  civil  rights  on  the  basis  of 
race,  religion,  sex  or  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion.  If  we  denied  these  rights  to  one 


Mary  Ellen  Preusser 


sector  of  our  populace,  we  would  be 
hypocritical  to  ‘view  with  alarm’  the 
travesties  being  carried  out  against  hu¬ 
man  rights  in  other  countries.” 


“I  heartily  endorse  House  Bill  No. 
3676,  which  would  prohibit  discrimi¬ 
nation  in  Massachusetts  civil  service 
employment  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
preference.  This  protection  is  akin  to 
that  currently  offered  to  over  3  million 
federal  government  employees,” 
Preusser  continued. 

“Basically,  then,  my  stand  on  hu¬ 
man  rights  issue  is:  Let  all  people  be 
free  to  proudly  be  what  they  are;  fet¬ 
ters  ultimately  chain  us  all.” 

Preusser  was  among  the  first  candi¬ 
dates  to  present  her  statement  of  sup¬ 
port  to  the  Boston  Advocates  for  Hu¬ 
man  Rights  in  April,  1977. 

Based  on  the  results  of  her  campaign 
staff’s  poll  of  250  randomly  selected 
Cambridge  voters,  and  on  her  own  24 
year  residency  in  that  city,  Preusser  be¬ 
lieves  that  she  understands  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  people  she  hopes  to  repre¬ 
sent. 

“Clearly,  survival  issues  and  per¬ 
sonal  safety  are  most  important  to 


Cambridge  citizens,  followed  in  prior¬ 
ity  by  human  services,  such  as  day  care 
centers,  youth  counselling,  the  elderly 
and  women’s  concerns,  of  course,” 
Preusser  said. 

She  feels  that  older  women,  who  in 
the  past  have  felt  left  out,  have  been 
given  new  hope  by  ERA.  These  wom¬ 
en,  who  in  bygone  years  shared  their 
concerns  over  back  fences,  helped  lead 
the  3-1  vote  for  ERA  in  Cambridge. 

Another  issue  on  which  Preusser  fo¬ 
cuses  is  the  de-institutionalization  of 
the  handicapped,  the  elderly  and 
youth.  She  feels  that  these  people  are 
“trapped  n  society’s  outdated  answers 
to  their  problems.” 

“When  a  community  is  prepared 
and  understands  that  living  arrange¬ 
ments  like  Norfolk  Street  Cooperative 
Elderly  Housing  and  Womenplace  on 
Russell  Street  are  humane  and  a  better 
use  of  tax  dollars,  they  will  jump  in  to 
help  more  such  places  exist,”  Preusser 
concluded. 


Hundreds  Protest  Ward  for  ‘Violent’  Women 


Poet  and  Novelist  Marge  Piercy  reads  her  poetry  at  the  demonstration  against  the 
proposed  Ward  for  Violent  Women. 


By  Neil  Miller 

BOSTON  —  Hundreds  of  women 
and  a  number  of  men  demonstrated  on 
the  Boston  Common  on  Saturday,  Oc¬ 
tober  1,  to  protest  the  creation  of  a 
Ward  for  Violent  Women,  proposed 
for  Worcester  State  Hospital.  The  pro¬ 
posed  special  unit  would  be  established 
for  “violent”  or  “dangerous”  patients 
referred  by  both  the  Mental  Health  De¬ 
partment  and  the  Massachusetts  De¬ 
partment  of  Corrections.  The  demon¬ 
stration  was  called  by  the  Coalition  for 
Institutional  Violence,  a  group  of 
women’s  organizations  which  have 
staunchly  opposed  the  establishment  of 
the  ward.  The  Coalition  believes  that 
the  unit  would  be  an  intensive,  maxi¬ 
mum  security  institution  that  would  be 
used  to  suppress  dissent  by  women  pa¬ 
tients  and  inmates.  They  note  that  no 
public  hearings  have  ever  been  held  on 
the  issue  and  that  Worcester  State  Hos¬ 
pital  itself  is  presently  under  investiga¬ 
tion  for  abuse  of  psychiatric  patients. 

There  was  a  strong  lesbian  presence  at 
both  the  march  and  rally.  A  lesbian 
named  Constant  spoke  at  the  rally  and 
said  that  she  viewed  the  proposed  unit 
as  a  “special  threat  to  lesbians.”  “The 
likelihood  that  I  will  be  in  Worcester 
increases  as  to  how  threatening  I  am  to 
the  patriarchy,”  she  asserted. 

Sunny  Robinson  of  the  Coalition  as¬ 
sailed  the  proposed  ward  as  a  “mini- 
Walpole  and  a  mini-Bridgewater”  (re¬ 
ferring  to  two  all-male  prisons  in  Mass¬ 
achusetts).  The  women  who  will  be 
incarcerated  in  the  unit  will  be  those 
who  “fight  back  against  the  system,” 


she  said.  Robinson  called  for  money  to 
be  expended  on  “real  alternatives,” 
such  as  Transition  House  (the  place  for 
battered  women)  and  Rosie’s  Place 
(the  establishment  for  female  alcohol¬ 
ics).  “We  can  do  our  own  work.  We 
need  programs  to  help  sisters  in  dis¬ 
tress,”  she  maintained. 

Judy  Chamberlin,  a  self-described 
“survivor  of  psychiatric  institutions” 


and  a  member  of  the  Mental  Patients 
Liberation  Front,  described  both  the 
proposed  ward  and  state  mental  health 
institutions  in  general  as  “a  fraud  and 
a  hoax.”  “The  state  has  no  interest  in 
making  women  become  strong.  The 
purposes  of  treatment  is  to  annihilate 
rage.  Only  quiet  and  cooperative  wom¬ 
en  will  considered  cured,”  she  said. 

Barbara  Smith,  a  black  abortion  ac¬ 


tivist,  told  the  rally  that  Walter  Free¬ 
man,  the  “father”  of  psychosurgery, 
had  described  his  ideal  candidate  for 
psychosurgery  and  that  this  candidate 
had  turned  out  to  be  a  “negress  of  gi¬ 
gantic  proportions.”  Freeman  con¬ 
sidered  the  case  a  “success”  when  the 
woman  could  be  slapped  and  poked 
without  complaining  or  resisting,  said 
Smith. 

Poet  and  novelist  Marge  Piercy, 
whose  most  recent  novel,  Women  At 
the  Edge  of  Time,  deals  in  part  with  a 
third-world  woman  incarcerated  in  a 
state  hospital,  read  three  poems  at  the 
rally,  including  one  written  especially 
for  the  protest.  There  was  entertain¬ 
ment  by  other  women,  including  les¬ 
bian  singer  Shirley  Sherwood. 

On  the  day  before  the  demonstra¬ 
tion,  a  citizen’s  group  filed  suit  in  Suf¬ 
folk  Superior  Court  to  attempt  to 
block  establishment  of  the  ward.  At¬ 
torney  Nancy  Gertner,  representing  the 
women,  sought  a  preliminary  injunc¬ 
tion,  charging  that  the  state  officials 
“have  ignored  the  certificate  of  need 
requirements.  The  defendants  have  not 
proven  and  cannot  prove  that  we  need 
this  unit.”  Under  Massachusetts  state 
law,  construction  of  any  health  facility 
must  be  reviewed  and  approved  by  the 
state  Public  Health  Council.  A  hearing 
will  be  held  on  the  suit  on  October  14. 

State  officials  have  defended  the 
need  for  the  ward,  asserting  that  it  is 
necessary  to  house  women  whose  beha¬ 
vior  could  not  be  handled  by  regular 
staffs  at  both  state  hospitals  and  the 
women’s  prison  at  Framingham. 


Boston’s  Hougen  to  Head  N.E.  District 

Rev.  Perry  Speaks  at  MCC  East  Coast  Confab 


By  Wendy  Krauss 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Northeast  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  of  The  Universal  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  Metropolitan  Community 
Churches  was  held  in  New  York  City 
on  Sept.  30,  Oct.  1  and  2.  The  highlight 
of  the  weekend  was  the  Saturday  eve¬ 
ning  service  in  which  Rev.  Elder  Troy 
Perry,  founder  and  moderator  of  the 
UFMCC  delivered  his  first  sermon 
since  he  ended  his  16-day  fast  on  the 
steps  of  the  Federal  Building  in  Los 
Angeles  in  an  effort  to  fight  an  anti¬ 
gay  initiative  in  the  state  of  California. 

The  business  faced  by  the  conference 
was  a  clear  indication  of  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  MCC  fellowship.  On  this 
fifth  anniversary  of  the  Northeast  Dis¬ 
trict,  it  was  decided  that  the  district 
had  grown  to  a  large  enough  size  so 
that  division  of  the  district  was  nec¬ 
essary.  The  division  into  a  reduced 
Northeast  and  a  Mid-Atlantic  District 


was  made  official  at  the  Saturday  busi¬ 
ness  meeting  of  the  conference. 

MCC  Boston  pastor,  Rev.  Edward 
Hougen,  was  elected  District  Coordi¬ 
nator  of  the  new  Northeast  District. 
Rev.  Hougen  replaces  Rev.  Howard 
Gaass,  who  resigned  as  the  coordinator 
in  order  to  take  a  position  as  minister 
of  the  Cincinnati  fellowship.  Rev. 
Shelley  Hamilton  was  elected  Assistant 
District  Coordinator.  Bruce  Gerig  of 
Alpha  and  Omega  MCC  Brooklyn  was 
elected  District  Secretary  and  Gloria 
Audet  of  MCC  Worcester  was  elected 
District  Treasurer  of  the  new  NE 
District. 

Rev.  Frank  Scott  of  MCC  Pittsburg 
was  elected  District  Coordinator  of  the 
new  Mid-Atlantic  District  and  Rev. 
Stan  Harris  of  MCC  Baltimore  was 
chosen  Asst.  District  Coordinator. 

Plans  were  made  to  hold  a  winter 
conference  of  the  new  NE  District  in 


Hartford  on  the  first  weekend  of  Feb¬ 
ruary. 

It  was  also  announced  at  the  confer¬ 
ence  that  Rev.  Marge  Ragona  of  MCC 
Boston  has  accepted  a  call  to  minister 
to  MCC  Providence.  She  will  be  leav¬ 
ing  the  Boston  church  at  the  end  of : 
October  and  will  be  officially  installed 
as  pastor  of  the  Providence  MCC  on 
November  6. 

Nineteen  members  of  MCC  Boston 
travelled  to  the  New  York  conference 
and  participated  in  workshops  ranging 
from  representation  of  gay  concerns  in 
media  to  church  organization  and 
structure.  The  Women’s  Task  Force  of 
the  NE  District  also  held  their  busi¬ 
ness  meeting  and  are  continuing  to 
focus  on  inclusivity  in  wording  of 
hymns,  scripture  and  language  within 
MCC  churches,  and  in  supporting  pub¬ 
lishing  efforts  of  the  women  in  the  dis¬ 
trict. 


During  the  Saturday  evening  service, 
Rev.  Perry  spoke  of  his  fast  and  his 
message  seemed  to  be  one  not  of  com¬ 
placence  and  comfort,  but  of  action 
and  struggle  in  difficult  times.  During 
his  16-day  fast,  Rev.  Perry  faced  seri¬ 
ous  illness  and  spoke  of  doubting  his 
strength  to  continue;  but  during  this 
most  difficult  time,  he  described  how 
he  was  also  given  a  gift  of  the  faith  and 
knowledge  that  he  could  go  through 
with  it.  On  the  16th  day  of  his  fast,  a 
gift  of  $20,000  from  a  woman  in  Kan¬ 
sas,  combined  with  another  $80,000 
from  donations  by  individuals  and  or¬ 
ganizations  throughout  the  country, 
including  $2,500  raised  by  the  Boston 
church,  made  it  possible  for  him  to  end 
his  fast.  His  message  to  his  brothers 
and  sisters  of  UFMCC  and  to  those 
outside  the  fellowship  as  well  was  a 
strong  affirmation:  We  can  make  it. 
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The  US  Supreme  Court  (Again) 


That  the  US  Supreme  Court  did  what  it  did  last  week  in  the  case  of  Gaylord 
v.  Tacoma  should  have  come  as  no  surprise  to  anyone  who  has  been  observing  the 
behavior  of  the  court  in  recent  years.  But  the  court’s  action  —  refusing  to  review 
the  case  of  a  gay  teacher  who  was  fired  for  “immorality”  —  was  not  as  earth- 
shattering  as  some  would  have  had  it. 

The  court  simply  provided  a  better  case  for  gay  rights  legislation  on  the  state 
level.  As  most  of  us  know,  many  legislators,  when  asked  about  gay  anti-discrimin¬ 
ation  legislation,  shrug  their  shoulders  and  say  something  like,  “Let  thelcourts 
decide  that  one.”  The  courts  have  made  it  clear:  they  don’t  want  anything  to  do 
with  the  issue. 

Still,  by  refusing  to  hear  the  Gaylord  case,  the  court  has  given  encouragement 
to  those  who  believe  that  gay  people  can  and  should  be  fired  from  their  jobs  for 
simply  being  gay.  And  this  was  accomplished  in  the  same  manner  that  the  constitu¬ 
tionality  of  the  anti-sex  laws  was  upheld  last  March:  without  even  issuing  an 
opinion.  It  does  not  seem  reasonable  to  ask  for  an  opinion  when  you  are  talking 
about  the  civil  rights  of  20  million  citizens. 

This  pattern  of  two  decisions  makes  it  clear  that  the  Supreme  Court  —  for 
years  the  last  well  of  hope  for  minority  groups  —  will  not  involve  itself  on  the  issue 
of  gay  rights.  In  addition  to  showing  the  need  for  legislative  action  on  the  state 
level,  the  court’s  decision  puts  further  pressure  on  the  executive  branch  to  act  on 
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the  issue  of  gay  rights.  This  means  President  Carter,  who  has  the  authority  to  issue 
an  executive  order  banning  discrimination  against  gays,  but  has  yet  to  do  so, 
despite  much-publicized  pronouncements  about  “human  rights”  being  absolute. 

Is  there  anything  that  gay  people  can  do?  Yes.  To  begin  with,  we  can  make  our 
voices  heard  in  all  branches  of  government.  What  was  truly  amazing  about  the 
WBZ  Boston  television  poll  taken  in  July  was  that  52%  of  the  viewing  public 
claimed  that  they  had  never  known  a  gay  person.  We  know  and  recognize  the 
absurdity  of  such  a  statement. 

But  maybe  the  real  solution  won’t  happen  until  all  gay  people  —  including  gay 
businesses  and  organizations  —  strike  back  at  the  federal  government  in  the  place 
it  will  be  felt  the  most:  the  tax  coffers.  If  20  million  taxpayers  simply  refused  to 
continue  to  support  the  operation  of  a  government  which  will  not  protect  our  civil 
rights,  maybe  then  some  positive  action  would  occur. 

And  why  should  we  support  a  government  that  denies  our  civil  rights,  makes 
our  sex  lives  public  property,  and  in  general  harasses  us  for  no  understandable 
reason.  Paying  taxes  to  support  the  operation  of  the  Supreme  Court  can  thus  be 
likened  to  providing  gasoline  to  a  vehicle  that  will  run  us  over. 

Naturally,  we  are  not  suggesting  that  gay  people  not  pay  their  taxes.  But  in 
light  of  the  Supreme  Court’s  action  last  Monday,  we  must  admit  that  the  idea  of 
this  kind  of  demonstrative  action  becomes  more  and  more  tempting. 


other  minorities 

To  the  Editor: 

The  report  by  Ray  Spears  concerning  Richard 
Pryor’s  attack  on  gay  rights  at  Hollywood  Bowl, 
as  with  all  other  gay  and  straight  reportage  leaves 
out  a  few  crucial  facts.  Richard  Pryor  asked 
where  gays  were  when  Watts  was  burning  and 
declared  we  were  all  on  activity  on  Hollywood 
Boulevard. 

What  everyone  seems  to  forget  is  that  Watts 
took  place  before  Stonewall.  At  that  period  vir¬ 
tually  no  gay  could  afford  to  come  out,  it  meant 
losing  his  employment,  legal  penalties,  social 
ostracism  and  quite  often  a  total  split  with  your 
family.  There  were  a  few  organizations  working 
for  gay  and  lesbian  rights  but  most  of  their 
members  had  to  conceal  their  membership  and 
hope  that  neither  their  employers  or  families 
would  ever  find  out. 

I  did  what  little  I  could  to  work  with  other  gays 
I  knew  about  racial  matters.  But  we  could  only 
do  it  by  passing  as  straight.  Likewise,  we  were 
battling  against  the  deeply  entrenched  fears  vir¬ 
tually  all  gays  and  lesbians  had,  ones  wholly 
based  upon  reality,  of  being  found  out. 

One  thing  puzzles  me  deeply.  Why  are  we  con¬ 
stantly  excoriated  by  leaders  of  minority  groups 
for  not  working  for  their  rights,  when  they  vir¬ 
tually  never  do  anything  for  gays  or  lesbians?  So 
far  as  1  know,  no  black  leader  of  any  nationwide 
prominence  has  spoken  out  on  the  subject  or 
even  alluded  to  the  special  problems  of  black 
homosexuals.  The  same  applies  to  the  Chicano 
movement,  which  emotionally  doesn’t  seem  to  be 
able  even  to  deal  with  the  subject.  It’s  almost  as 
if  we’re  expected  to  give  everything  and  be 
grateful  for  the  opportunity  while  they  can 
ignore  the  fact  that  we  exist  among  them. 

1  realize  of  course  that  what  I’m  saying  will  fall 
on  deaf  ears.  Strictly  speaking,  there  is  no  gay  or 
lesbian  community  per  se,  there  are  different 
communities  of  gays  and  lesbians.  All  too  often 
we  seem  to  be  more  interested  in  attacking  those 
of  our  group  who  differ  in  their  ideologies  than  . 


in  the  larger  issue  of  freedom  for  all,  whatever 
their  views.  It’s  remarkably,  and  tragically, 
similar  to  the  behavior  of  the  early  Christians 
who  were  primarily  interested  in  attacking  the 
heretics  in  their  midst  and  oblivious  to  the  fact 
that  the  pagan  world  outside  would  prefer  to  see 
all  Christians  exterminated,  whether  or  not  they 
were  heretics  or  orthodox. 

Your  truly, 
Jordan  G.  Lee 
San  Francisco 


final  solution 

Dear  GCN: 

In  the  past  year,  the  Director  of  U.S.  Prisons, 
Norman  Carlson,  has  banned  all  gay  publica¬ 
tions  —  a  complete  denial  of  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment  rights  of  gay  prisoners  and  anyone  wishing 
to  read  gay  publications. 

Persuant  to  this  ban,  many  gay  brothers  have 
become  plaintiffs  in  a  class  action  suit  to  lift  the 
ban,  after  which  Federal  officials  singled  out 
several  gay  brothers  and  set  them  up.  Five  were 
murdered  in  the  past  three  months;  others  locked 
up  on  Restricted  Lock-up  and  even  placed  in 
psycho  wards  among  violent  psychotic  inmates 
and  given  drugs. 

The  government  is  seeking  to  end  the  gay 
problem,  pressures  from  supporters  and  legal  ac¬ 
tions  by  doing  everything  possible  as  a  Final 
Solution  in  elimninating  well  known  gay  acti¬ 
vists.  Brothers,  like  Don  Dumas  of  McNeal 
Island,  have  been  murdered  with  no  explanation 
or  investigation.  Jon  Wildes,  Calvin  Keach  and 
others  are  being  denied  all  rights  due  to  being 
Gay  activists.  We  wonder  who  will  be  set-up  next 
on  the  long  list  of  gay  Brothers  who  have  been 
murdered. 

The  oppression  of  gay  Brothers/Sisters  inside 
Federal  prisons  has  become  so  oppressive  that  we 
all  must  make  sure  the  community  and  the  public 
know!  A  demand  to  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Prisons, 
Norman  Carlson,  Director,  and  Robert  Drinan, 


U.S.  Congress,  Wash.  D.C.  20515,  can  help  put 
pressure  on  officials.  A  committee  should  be  re¬ 
quested  to  interview  gay  Federal  prisoners  on 
treatment  and  conditions. 

I  am  in  a  psycho  ward  myself  for  opposing  au-, 
thorities  and  having  legal  actions  in  court.  The 
treatment  of  prisoners  here  include  the  drug 
Prolexin,  forced  on  people  as  a  punitive  action, 
as  well  as  assaults  and  restricted  lock-up. 

We  are  tired  of  excuses,  lies  and  added  pun¬ 
ishment  when  we  pursue  human  and  civil  rights. 
We  need  your  helping  hand  to  reach  out  and  let 
us  know  that  the  time  has  come  for  action  and 
that  we  are  not  4th  class  citizens! 

John  Gibbs— 86976-132 
Springfield  Medical  Center, 
Missouri 

uninhibited  gay 

love 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  quite  intrigued  and  amused  to  read  Rich¬ 
ard  Hall’s  Speaking  Out  column  “On  Sex  in 
Public.”  (GCN  Oct.  1).  But  I  must  strongly  dis¬ 
agree  with  his  conclusion. 

Every  individual  born  into  this  world  is,  and 
should  remain,  free  to  do  whatever  pleases  his 
fancy,  provided  he  or  she  does  not  physically 
harm  another.  Every  individual  is  also,  despite 
whatever  outside  factors  may  influence  she  or  he, 
ultimately  responsible  for  his  or  her  own  actions. 
In  a  case  where  physical  assault  is  not  involved  it 
is  the  person’s  beliefs  about  the  action,  rather 
than  the  action  itself,  that  are  a  problem. 

Before  continuing  I  will  say  that  I  too  have 
played  around  in  the  surf  at  Fire  Island  on  occa¬ 
sion,  but  1  am  still  shy  about  standing  up  in  knee- 
deep  water  if  I’m  the  least  bit  aroused. 

Mr.  Hall,  it  seems  to  me  you  were  immensely 
enjoying  the  stimulating  episode  you  relate  to  us. 
Phrases  such  as  “my  controls  fly  out  the 


window”  and  “helplessly  eroticized”  may  have 
once  led  me  to  feel  sorry  for  you  as  a  “helpless” 
soul,  but  I’m  wiser  now.  It’s  obvious  you  were 
not  helpless  but  were  merely  avoiding  responsi¬ 
bility  for  enjoying  it  so  much.  If  you  weren’t, 
you  could  have  turned  away.  You  refer  to  “a 
firestorm  of  lust,”  again  erroneously  believing 
that  sexual  passion,  if  freed,  would  leave  us  with¬ 
out  any  self-control.  All  emotions,  if  we  let  our¬ 
selves  feel  them  will  never  sweep  us  away.  They 
will  all  pass  in  time  as  we  change  and  grow 
through  them. 

We  gays  are,  I  believe,  way  ahead  of  the  game 
when  it  comes  to  enjoying  sex.  We  have  fewer  in¬ 
hibitions  as  we  have  fewer  social  expectations  to 
meet.  So  let  us  all  be  free  to  enjoy  uninhibited 
sex,  with  whoever  wants  to  be  involved  wherever 
it  happens  to  be.  And  let  us  keep  Fire  Island  free. 
As  Richard  admits,  the  masts  were  “pointing  to 
heaven.”  May  we  all  set  sail  and  go  there  when¬ 
ever  we  get  the  chance! 

Yours  in  the  name  of 
uninhibited  Gay  Love 
Michael  H.  Merry 
Jersey  City,  NJ 


supreme  shame 

Dear  GCN: 

Shame!  Shame!  Shame!  The  United  States  Su¬ 
preme  Court’s  refusal  to  review  the  cases  of 
James  Gaylord  and  John  Gish. 

It  is  not  the  right  to  be  homosexual  per  se,  it’s 
the  wish  for  a  society  in  which  people  no  longer 
have  their  lives  stolen  from  them  because  of  la¬ 
bels,  distortions  and  oppression. 

The  Supreme  Court  has  failed  miserably  in 
their  duty  to  support  the  constituional  rights  of 
“all”  people. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Frank  Perich 
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Page  4  •  GCN,  October  15,  1977 


“Gay  Way” — Safe  for  Now 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
social  things  —  basically  just  simply  in¬ 
formation.  It  didn’t  do  much  editorial¬ 
izing  or  make  its  own  comments  or 
back  political  candidates  because  of 
their  views  on  gay  rights.  It  has  become 
more  political.  It  is  also  now  a  call-in 
talk  show.  One  thing  you  can  do  is  de¬ 
bate.  But  Gay  Way  has  never  said  that 
to  gay  is  to  be  good  and  to  be  straight  is 
to  be  terrible.  It  helps  gay  people  feel 
OK  about  themselves  and  helps 
straight  people  understand  that  gay¬ 
ness  should  pose  no  threats  to  them, 
that  gays  are  just  like  them.” 

•Tired  Blood ' 

Littell  is  much  more  specific  than 
Gross  about  his  views  on  Gay  Way. 
‘‘What  strikes  me,”  he  told  GCN,  ‘‘is 
that  it  has  tired  blood.  Any  show  that 
has  been  around  tends  to  run  out  of 
steam.”  While  conceding  that  ‘‘the  gay 
movement  is  worth  reporting  on”  and 
acknowledging  that  ‘‘the  fear  is  that 
suddenly  some  terrible  hand  will  come 
down  and  say  ‘no  more  gay  news,  no 
more  reporting  of  issues.’  ”  Littell  is  in 
favor  of  a  change  of  format  —  at  the 
very  least.  ‘‘I  would  like  to  elevate  this 
thing  to  a  really  good  debate,”  he  said. 
Littell  rejected  the  idea  of  a  ‘‘neutral” 
or  “objective”  host  for  such  a  debate 
if  those  terms  mean  someone  who  is 
“uninterested”  or  “anti-gay.”  But  he 
does  not  regard  Gay  Way  hosts  Ma¬ 
guire  and  Blevins  as  ideal  either. 
Saying  that  he  is  aware  of  the  differ¬ 
ences  of  opinion  within  the  gay  com¬ 
munity,  Littell  explained  that  “I’m  not 
entirely  trustful  of  the  people  now  run¬ 
ning  the  show.  I’m  not  entirely  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  current  staff  is  suffici- 
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ently  objective.’  Littell  also  talked 
about  scrapping  the  show  entirely  in 
favor  of  occasional  issue-oriented  gay 
coverage. 

Littell  says  he  has  “absolutely  no 
responsibility”  to  make  decisions  for 
WBUR,  and  he  backs  off  from  cre¬ 
ating  a  timetable  for  these  changes: 
“That’s  absolutely  the  management  of 
the  station’s  decision.  They’ve  got  to 
make  up  their  own  programs.”  Bonnie 
Cronin  agrees,  saying,  with  emphasis, 
“I  don’t  at  this  time  take  orders  from 
.Blaine  Littell.” 

Cronin,  however,  appears  to  be  the 
one  official  buffer  between  Gay  Way 
and  Littell,  Gross,  and  Silber.  So  far, 
as  Ann  Maguire  points  out,  she  has 
been  a  friend  of  the  show.  “She  could 
have  said  ‘come  off  the  air.’  She  hasn’t 
said  that.” 

Activist  Listeners 

There  is  one  other  buffer  —  unoffi¬ 
cial  at  this  time.  Recently  a  group  of 
people  who  listen  to  WBUR  and 
support  its  programs  with  yearly 
pledges  and  other  gifts  formed  the 
WBUR  Listener  Support  Group.  On 
September  28  members  of  the  group,  in 
their  first  public  action,  took  their  case 
to  the  Board  of  Directors  of  National 
Public  Radio  which  happened  to  be 
meeting  in  Boston.  NPR  controls 
$50,000  of  the  station’s  funds.  Robert 
Schaeffer’s  history  of  the  issue  used 
Gay  Way  as  a  prime  example  of  what 
the  University  intends  to  do  with  the 
award-winning  station’s  programming. 
Ginny  McGrath,  arguing  that  those 
who  contribute  their  money  to  WBUR 
have  as  much  right  as  the  University  to 
determine  how-  the  station  will  operate, 
urged  the  creation  of  a  Listener  Ad¬ 
visor  Group  “to  work  in  an  advise- 
and-consent  capacity  over  personnel 
and  programming  .  .  .  The  point  is, 
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some  mechanisms  have  to  be  devised  to 
insure  public  input.” 

BU  Counsel  John  G.  Hill,  Jr.,  who 
also  attended  the  board  meeting,  at¬ 
tacked  Schaeffer’s  “tone”  but  said  the 
University  would  consider  a  Listener 
Advisor  Group.  The  NPR  Board  itself 
has  no  immediate  reaction.  According 
to  Vic  Wheatman,  however,  Board 
President  Frank  Mankewicz  did  dis¬ 
cuss  the  matter  with  Silber  the  day 
after  the  Listener  Group’s  presenta¬ 
tion. 

Ginny  McGrath  explained  to  GCN 
that  she  saw  three  ways  a  listener-sup¬ 
port  effort  could  affect  WBUR  pro¬ 
gramming:  negotiating  with  the  admin¬ 
istration,  challenging  the  license  re¬ 
newal,  and  boycotting  the  station’s 
fund-raising  drives.  The  Listener  Ad¬ 
visory  Group  proposal  is  the  first 
attempt  to  negotiate  with  BU,  although 
as  of  press  time  the  proposal  had  not 
yet  been  presented  to  either  Cronin  or 
Gros£  FCC  hearings  on  license  renew¬ 
al  will  be  held  next  February.  At  that 
time  listener-sponsors  could  argue  that 
the  station  is  failing  to  serve  the  com¬ 
munity  by  cancelling  or  altering  certain 
programs. 


Economic  Pressure 

An  opportunity  for  an  economi 
boycott  will  come  as  soon  as  next  week 
when  WBUR  holds  a  fund-raising 
drive  on  October  12-16.  Listener-spon¬ 
sors  do  have  economic  clout.  They 
contribute  $84,000,  nearly  one  third  of 
the  station’s  budget.  Add  to  that  grants 
and  money  from  the  Corporation  for 
Public  Broadcasting,  given  because 
WBUR  has  shown  itself  to  be  a  com¬ 
munity  service  station,  and  listener 
sponsors  can  affect  about  $175,000  — 
approximately  two-thirds  of  the  total 
budget. 

Although  the  Listener  Support 
-  Group  is  concerned  with  all  the  pro¬ 
grams  WBUR  produces,  it  has  been 
particularly  concerned  with  Gay  Way. 
Andy  Weiss,  a  gay  member  of  the 
group,  says  that  “Support  in  the  lis¬ 
tener  group  has  been  very  strong,  both 
for  what  the  show  is  and  what  it  does 
for  the  community.”  The  next  few 
months  will  tell  whether  this  support 
and  the  apparent  good  will  of  Bonnie 
Cronin  will  continue  to  save  Gay  Way. 

Anyone  interested  in  joining  the  Lis¬ 
tener  Support  Group  can  call  232-5230 
for  information. 


Neil  Miller  Resigns  as  GCN  Editor 


BOSTON  —  GCN  editor  Neil  Miller 
has  announced  that  he  will  be  resigning 
his  position,  effective  in  early  Novem¬ 
ber.  Miller,  who  came  to  GCN  in 


Neil  Miller 


August  1975  as  news  editor,  served  in 
that  capacity  until  Lyn  Rosen  left  the 
paper  last  April.  Since  that  time,  Miller 
has  been  in  charge  of  the  editorial  con¬ 
tent  of  the  entire  newspaper.  Miller 
plans  to  put  his  primary  energy  into 
free-lance  journalism  and  to  continue 
his  close  association  with  GCN. 

“Working  at  GCN  has  been  a  very 
exciting  and  meaningful  experience  for 
me,”  said  Miller.  “I  take  a  great  deal 
of  pride  in  the  fact  that  GCN  has  be¬ 
come  the  country’s  main  source  of 
news  about  gay  people  and  politics, 
and  I  believe  that  I  played  a  major  role 
in  bringing  this  about.  But  at  this  point 
in  my  life,  I  feel  that  it  is  time  for  me  to 
move  on  and  to  put  more  time  into  my 
own  writing.” 

“I  am  confident  that  under  the  in¬ 
coming  news  and  features  editors  that 
the  paper  will  continue  to  grow  and 
prosper.  With  the  growth  of  the  ‘New 
Right’  and  with  organizations  like  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan  calling  for  the  mass  mur¬ 
der  of  gay  people,  I  see  a  crucial  time 
ahead  for  gay  people.  The  paper  is  a 
vital  informational  link  and  commun¬ 
ity  resource.  I  hope  that  our  readers 
will  continue  to  support  GCN  and  that 
people  will  get  more  and  more  involved 
with  it,”  Miller  asserted. 
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new  york,  new  york 

By  Harold  Pickett 


NEW  YORK  —  Loretta  Lotman, 
former  Bostonian  and  ex-Manahattan- 
ite,  arrived  for  a  brief  visit  from  Los 
Angeles  last  weekend.  She’s  been  living 
in  L.A.  for  six  months  now  and  felt  the 
need  to  visit  old  friends  and  “to  re¬ 
member  who  I  am.”  She  also  wanted 
to  investigate  one  of  her  properties,  a 
musical,  which  she’s  working  on  cur¬ 
rently.  One  high  priority  on  this  trip 
was  a  visit  to  the  Glines  to  see  friend 
James  Ferguson’s  hit  musical.  Won¬ 
derful  Lives! 

It  was  another  play,  Coming  Out  by 
Jonathan  Katz,  that  brought  Loretta  to 
public  attention  in  Boston  about  four 
years  ago.  Only  two  days  after  she  had 
personally  ‘come  out,’  she  was  cast  in 
the  first  production  of  Coming  Out, 
which  ran  during  the  spring  and  sum¬ 
mer  of  ’73.  She  later  produced  the  fall 
run  of  the  play. 

Then,  in  January  of  ’74,  Loretta  be¬ 
gan  the  weekly  radio  program  Closet 
Space  on  WCAS  and  also  produced 
eight  series  of  public  access  TV  pro¬ 
grams  for  WGBH-TV  on  various  gay 
organizations. 

Loretta  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
Boston’s  Gay  Media  Action,  which  led 
a  year  later  to  her  assuming  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  National  Coordinator  for  the 
‘Marcus  Welby’  TV  protest  about  the 
stereotypical  rape  of  a  young  boy  by 
his  male  high  school  teacher. 

After  her  public  exposure,  Loretta 


Loretta  Lotman 


was  unable  to  find  a  media  job  in  Bos¬ 
ton.  When  she  received  a  job  offer 
from  the  National  Gay  Task  Force  in 
December  ’74,  she  accepted  and  moved 
to  New  York  City. 

Her  position  as  Media  Director  with 
NGTF  lasted  for  ten  months,  while 
Loretta  was  discovering  that  she  was 
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By  Dai  Thompson. 


NEW  HAVEN  —  The  weekend  of 
Oct.  15-16  is  gong  to  be  a  busy  one  for 
Connecticut  lesbians  and  feminists. 
Two  major  events  are  planned:  a  Les¬ 
bian  Convergence  in  Harford  and  a 
Feminist  Union  Convention  in  New 
Haven.  The  New  Haven  convention  is 
sponsored  by  the  New  Haven  Women’s 
Center  and  marks  the  beginning  of  the 
Feminist  Union,  a  membership  organ¬ 
ization  growing  out  of  the  Women’s 
Center  Council.  The  Union  lists  its 
goals  as  (1)  to  provide  a  structure  that 
will  make  participation  in  the  feminist 
movement  more  easily  accessible  to  all 
women,  (2)  to  facilitate  communica¬ 
tion  between  the  various  women’s 
groups  in  the  community,  and  (3)  to 
build  the  feminist  movement  into  a 
powerful  political  force.  Plans  for  the 
convention  include  voting  on  a  set  of 
operating  by-laws,  electing  a  steering 
commiteee,  and  formulating  a  set  of 
resolutions  to  guide  the  activities  of  the 
Union.  Topics  for  the  21  planned 
workshops  include  Gay  Rights,  Health 
Care  and  Mental  Health,  Media  Re¬ 
form  and  Electoral  Politics.  On  Satur¬ 
day  night,  at  8:00,  there  will  be  a  Fem¬ 
inist  Union  Party.  It’s  BYOB  and  there 
will  be  a  concert  by  Sleeping  Giant 
from  9-10  p.m.  followed  by  a  dance. 
On  Sunday  morning,  from  11-12:30 
there  will  be  an  open  discussion  on 
“Lesbianism  and  Heterosexuality  in 
the  Feminist  Union:  Preventing  a 
‘Gay/Straight  Split’.”  All  events  will 
take  place  at  the  Yale  Divinity  School, 
409  Prospect  St.,  New  Haven.  Regi¬ 
stration  fee  is  $5  (less  if  you  can’t  af¬ 
ford  that)  and  child  care  will  be  pro¬ 
vided.  Registration  begins  at  8:30  a.m.. 
Sat.  Oct.  15  and  the  Opening  Plenary 
Session  begins  at  9:30.  Everyone  is 
asked  to  bring  bag  lunches,  coffee  and 
tea  will  be  provided.  For  further  in¬ 


formation,  call  the  Women’s  Center  at 
436-0272. 

The  Connecticut  Lesbian  Conver¬ 
gence  will  take  place  on  Oct.  15-16  at 
the  Hartford  YWCA,  135  Broad  St. 
On  Saturday,  workshops  will  be  held 
on  lesbian  politics,  art,  bodies  and 
growth.  There  will  also  be  working 
sessions  to  form  on-going  networks 
and  the  support  groups.  On  Saturday 
night,  at  8  p.m.,  Alix  Dobkin  (“La¬ 
vender  Jane  Loves  Women,”  “Living 
with  Lesbians”)  will  give  a  concert 
followed  by  a  dance.  And  throughout 
the  weekend  there  will  be  lots  of  play 
time  with  free  use  of  the  facilities, 
including  pool  and  sauna.  Cost  is  $8. 
with  concert;  $5.  without  concert;  and 
$3.75  for  just  the  concert.  For  further 
information,  call  the  Y  at  525-1 163  and 
-  ask  for  the  Women’s  Services  Depart¬ 
ment. 

Does  your  organization  have  an  up¬ 
coming  event  you  would  like  gays  in 
Connecticut  to  know  about?  Please  let 
me  know  by  writing  to  me,  c/o  Conn. 
Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hart¬ 
ford,  Conn.  06101. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Conn.  Gay 
Task  Force  will  take  place  on  Tues., 
Oct.  18  at  8:00  at  the  G.A.Y.  office, 
Bingham  Hall,  Yale  University,  New 
Haven. 
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basically  “not  a  politician,  but  an  ar¬ 
tist.”  Her  specific  reason  for  leaving 
NGTF  at  the  time,  however,  was  “a 
difference  in  political  style.  I  had  a  free 
hand  in  media,  but  little  influence  in 
anything  else.  Our  differences  were  not 
only  irreconcilable,  but  undiscuss- 
able.”  She  waited  before  leaving, 
though,  until  another  woman,  Jean 
O’Leary,  was  hired  for  that  position. 

Loretta’s  play,  Trans-Leshianic  Fol¬ 
lies,  was  the  high  point  of  the  ’75  Gay 
Academic  Union  Conference  in  New 
York  City,  by  the  mere  fact  of  the  con¬ 
troversy  it  created.  Loretta  maintains 
“the  play’s  validity  was  proven  by  the 
audience  response  at  the  time! ’The  play 
was  stopped  by  objections  from  separ¬ 
atist  women  not  able  to  differentiate 
between  art  and  politics.  The  play  was 
meant  to  illustratethe  dichotomy  be¬ 
tween  movement  rhetoric  and  emo¬ 
tional  reality.  This  dichotomy  was 
shown  most  clearly  by  the  fact  that  the 
women  who  raped  my  play  dared  to 
come  up  to  me  afterwards  and  call  me 
‘sister’.” 

Loretta  says  “the  heckling  started  in 
the  first  scene  by  people  not  willing  to 
allow  my  artistic  vision  to  exist  and  it 
continued  to  build  until  the  fifth  of 
eight  sketches.”  She  was  trying  to 
make  a  point  in  the  section  ‘Ms.  Les- 
bietiquette’  “that  there  are  some  wom¬ 
en  in  our  movement  who  presume  to 
dictate  who  and  what  the  rest  of  us 
should  be.  That  point  was  adequately 
made  by  the  last  line  which  was  never 
delivered.” 

The  net  result  of  this  experience  with 
the  play  was  to  put  Loretta  in  a  one- 
month  depression,  during  which  time 
she  was  afraid  to  leave  her  home.  She 
says  “I  finally  purged  those  fears  by 
writing  a  play  entitled  Pearls  That  Co¬ 
alesce.  ” 

By  the  fall  of  ’76,  Loretta  was  re¬ 
ceiving  writing  assignments  from  The 
Village  Voice  and  was  a  columnist  for 
Michael’s  Thing,  which  she  continued 
regularly  for  ten  months.  Loretta  also 
began  writing  lyrics  for  her  old  friend 
and  Broadway  composer,  Ed  Linder- 
man.  She  found  new  forms  of  writing 
opening  up  for  herself,  which  led  di¬ 
rectly  to  her  move  to  L.A.  and  new 
work  on  TV  scripts  and  plays. 

Her  play.  Pearls  That  Coalesce,  was 


recently  produced  at  L.A.  Actor’s  The¬ 
atre.  Even  on  one  of  the  production’s 
off-nights,  35  people  had  to  be  turned 
away  at  the  door.  While  the  L.A. 
Times  ran  a  generally  favorable  review, 
the  “somewhat  threatened”  reviewer 
did  characterize  it  as  “a  run-of-the-mill 
Lesbian  pride  play.”  Loretta’s  re¬ 
sponse  was  “Name  one  other!” 

The  play  has  since  received  several 
other  offers  and  will  be  presented  at 
this  year’s  West  Coast  Conference  of 
the  GAU.  At  their  request,  Loretta  is 
presenting  an  evening  of  her  work  that, 
besides  Pearls,  includes  Trans-Lesbi- 
anic  Follies,  and  ends  with  her  per¬ 
formance  of  “Found  Generation,”  the 
lead  lyric  from  a  more  recent  play 
called  Kazoo.  Loretta  says  Kazoo  is 
about  “what  it’s  like  to  grow  up  in 
the  ’50s,  participate  in  the  ’60s,  sur¬ 
vive  the  ’70s,  and  be  facing  the  ’80s. 
It’s  both  insidious  and  amusing.” 

Loretta  has  TV  material  pending 
with  major  production  houses  and 
since  Pearls  was  performed,  has  had 
offers  on  her  work  from  La  Mama  in 
Hollywood  and  from  Pacifica  Radio 
Station  KPFK,  as  well  as  other  sources. 

Loretta  Lotman  maintains  an  in¬ 
tense  artistic  vision.  Most  important, 
she  says,  is  “the  integration  of  my  po¬ 
litical  consciousness  into  mainstream 
entertainment.  One  of  the  most  en¬ 
couraging  signs  I  see  is  the  willingness 
of  mainstream  entertainment  channels 
to  take  my  writing  seriously.” 

Loretta  continues,  “It  bothers  me 
that  most  gay  artists  of  a  consciousness 
tend  to  ghettoize  their  art.  Art  speaks 
more  clearly  than  rhetoric.  We  must 
start  sharing  the  heart  of  our  emotional 
experiences  so  people  can  understand 
that  being  gay  is  more  than  just  not 
having  met  the  right  opposite  sex  per¬ 
son  yet.  As  gay  people,  we  live  our  lives 
with  a  poetic  intensity  not  compre- 
hendable  to  someone  who  hasn’t  lived 
with  it.  We  must  dare  ourselves  to 
show  those  pains  and  show  the  world 
what  it  really  is.  Art  is  an  inversion  of 
pain;  it’s  an  old  cliche  that  gays  are  so 
artistic,  but  we  have  to  be  because  the 
world  makes  it  hurt  so  much.  The  ren- 
naissance  is  gay  artists  putting  their 
‘gays’  and  their  ‘art’  together.  It’s  time 
to  break  silence  and  let  the  Renais¬ 
sance  begin.” 
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Gays  and  the  Left:  Old  Views,  No  News 


By  Robert  Rosenberg 

BOSTON  —  Last  Friday,  Sept.  30, 
Michael  Weinstein,  a  former  member 
of  the  Lavender  and  Red  Union,  spoke 
at  a  forum  on  “Gays  and  the  Left,” 
sponsored  by  the  Spartacist  League. 
Although  the  audience  was  mostly 
SLers  and  former  members  of  L&RU, 
the  evening  had  a  wider  ramifications 
;in  terms  of  gay  and  left  politics. 

Weinstein  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  talk  detailing  the  history  of  the 
Lavender  and  Red  Union.  L&RU  was 
formed  three  years  ago  in  response  to 
the  prevalent  anti-gay  positions  of 
much  of  the  U.S.  Left  and  to  the  dom¬ 
inant  liberal,  reformist  bent  of  the  gay 
movement.  This  small  Los  Angeles- 
based  group  consisted  of  mostly  white 
men  who  came  out  of  the  anti-war  and 
other  radical  movements  of  the  late 
sixties  and  eary  seventies.  They  were  to 
be  an  explicitly  gay  liberation  com¬ 
munist  organization,  who  hoped  to  in¬ 
fluence  both  the  Left  and  the  gay 
movement.  Many  people  did  look  to 
L&RU  for  direction  and  leadership. 
Their  accomplishments  included  put¬ 
ting  out  a  monthly  paper  and  other 


publications,  starting  a  number  of 
study  groups,  and  helping  to  lead  the 
much  publicized  strike  at  the  Gay 
Community  Services  in  Los  Angeles. 
However,  their  actual  impact  was  lim¬ 
ited  due  to  a  number  of  factors.  L&RU 
often  had  only  a  vague  analysis  of  key 
issues  and  were  at  a  loss  about  exactly 
how  to  build  the  movement  of  which 
they  professed  to  be  a  part.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  their  numbers  were  small  and 
many  leftist  and  mainstream  politicos 
were  not  receptive  to  their  politics. 
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During  1976,  a  split  occurred  in  the 
group,  Weinstein  and  others,  now  call¬ 
ing  themselves  the  Red  Flag  Union, 
“fused”  with  a  small  multi-issue  left 
group,  the  Spartacist  League.  A 
minority  grouping  calling  themselves 
the  Revolutionary  Faction  did  not  join 
the  SL  but  has  drawn  little  attention 
nationally  since  then.  Exactly  what 
does  this  all  mean  for  gay  people  in 
general  and  the  U.S.  leftists  struggling 
for  a  socialist  society  that  liberates 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the  process? 

The  Red  Flag  grouping  has  essen¬ 
tially  abandoned  much  of  what  would 
be  commonly  considered  a  gay  libera¬ 
tion  stance.  They,  along  with  their 
Spartacist  League  allies,  believe  that 
what  one  does  in  one’s  own  bedroom  is 
strictly  one’s  own  business.  They  do 
not  encourage  their  members  to  iden¬ 
tify  themselves  publicly  as  homosex¬ 
uals,  though  there  is  not  a  strict  ban  on 
this.  Both  groups  do  support  “demo¬ 
cratic  rights  for  homosexuals, ’’some¬ 
thing  the  majority  of  political  organ¬ 
izations  from  middle  of  the  road  to  the 


extreme  left  now  say  in  one  form  or  an¬ 
other.  However,  they  feel  the  struggle 
for  economic  equality  and  the  rights  of 
women  and  Third  World  people  are 
“more  important.”  This  two  dimen¬ 
sional  analysis,  which  ignores  the  more 
complex  issues  that  the  gay  liberation 
and  women’s  movements  raise,  is 
surely  a  step  backwards.  Such  things  a 
the  nuclear  family,  the  connection  be¬ 
tween  sexism  and  gay  oppression,  and 
the  importance  of  upfront  gay  people 
as  potential  models  of  liberated  women 
and  men  are  hardly  mentioned  by  the 
new  group. 

Some  important  points  were  made  at 
the  forum  concerning  the  anti-gay  atti¬ 
tudes  of  present  day  socialist  countries 
(China  and  Cuba)  and  the  necessity  of 
all  oppressed  groups  working  together 
to  effectively  produce  fundamental 
changes  in  our  society.  The  tone  of  the 
evening,  however  was  very  sectarian 
(i.e.  “we’ve  got  the  answers  —  and, 
everybody  else  is  dead  wrong”). 
Boston’s  local  Abortion  Action  Coali¬ 
tion,  a  group  fighting  cutbacks  of 
medicaid  abortions,  was  singled  out 
for  attack.  Though  many  of  its  mem¬ 
bers  are  open  lesbians  and  they  clearly 
have  an  overall  analysis  that  includes  a 
gay  liberation  perspective  (see  Joyce 
Kaufman’s  Speaking  Out,  Vol.  5,  No. 
1 1  issue  of  GCN),  the  Spartacist  Lea¬ 
gue  accused  them  of  being  unsupport- 
ive  on  the  issue  of  gay  rights  and  lim¬ 
ited  in  scope. 

In  short,  neither  the  cause  of  gay  lib¬ 
eration  or  socialism  has  been  advanced 
by  the  recent  changes  in  the  Lavender 
and  Red  Union.  It  can  only  be  hoped 
that  we  learn  from  the  past,  rather  than 
repeat  the  same  old  mistakes. 
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which  Berke  returned  often  in  our 
loose  conversation  in  his  office  on 
campus.  “During  the  election  cam¬ 
paign  there  was  very  little  said  about 
my  being  gay.  People  here  just  aren’t 
like  that.’’ 

Berke  suggested  there  was  only  a 
small  anti-gay  campaign  during  last 
spring’s  general  election.  There  were 
some  posters  on  campus  which  said: 
“Homosexuals  already  run  enough  of 
this  school  .  .  .  Don’t  let  them  take 
over  the  whole  thing.” 

With  the  poster  and  the  election  vic¬ 
tory  in  mind,  I  can  understand  that 
Berke  does  not  think  of  himself  as  the 
gay  student  president.  Apparently, 
very  few  people  think  of  him  as  gay  at 
all.  “We’re  all  to  intelligent  to  worry 
about  being  gay  or  black,  or  what¬ 
ever,”  said  Berke. 

“My  attitude  is,”  he  continued, 
“well,  it’s  like  my  hair  color.  It’s 
brown  and  I  don’t  pay  it  much  atten¬ 
tion.  I  just  have  brown  curly  hair.  I 
may  wear  it  long  or  short  and  I  may 
play  with  it  —  the  same  way  I  play  with 
being  gay.  My  being  gay  pervades 
everything  I  do  just  the  way  my  hair 
color  does.  I  mean,  I  have  brown  hair 
.  .  .  it’s  there.  I’m  always  gay.  I  don’t 
feel  it  necessarily  relates  to  every¬ 
thing.” 

Maybe  not.  But  as  Berke  readily 
agreed,  it  is  as  difficult  to  be  gay  at 
MIT  as  it  is  to  be  gay  just  about  every¬ 
where  else.  In  fact,  the  Miami  native 
recognized  that  he  is  fulfilling  “some 
kind  of  role.”  “Gay  students  know 
that  I  am  gay  and  I  can  see  that  it  must 
be  a  help  to  some  of  them  that  a  gay 
president  is  an  accepted,  normal,  run 
of  the  mill  thing.  Listen,  if  there  is  neg¬ 
ative  comment  against  me,  most  people 
on  this  campus  are  sensitive  enough 
that  they  see  that  the  person  is  being 
negative  and  prejudiced.  Gay  students 
can  at  least  see  that  another  gay  person 
did  do  something  here  .  .  .  did  get 
somewhere  with  societal  approval.” 

If  incoming  freshmen  might  not  view 
Berke’s  election  as  a  stamp  of  approval 
of  sorts,  he  made  an  effort  to  point 
that  up  before  most  of  them  were  even 
settled  into  their  dormitories.  In  a  let¬ 
ter  to  the  new  class  this  year,  Berke 
spoke  about  the  choices  the  students 
would  be  making.  Those  choices,  he 
wrote,  may  “concern  the  life  you  have 
pursued  so  far,  your  choice  of  school, 
living  situation,  or  occupation.”  In 
discussing  some  of  his  own  choices 
concerning  MIT  and  life,  Berke  wrote: 
“People  who  are  gay  and  decide  to 
‘come  out’  often  find  the  difference 
between  expectation  and  later  percep¬ 
tion  striking.  Our  society  often  paints 
the  life  of  a  homosexual  man  or 
woman  as  tragic,  lonely,  desperate  — 
but  when  anybody  gets  to  know  gay 
people,  that  all  seems  like  a  ridiculous 
lie.  They  may  see  themselves  as  having 
been  lonely  and  desperate  before  they 
realized  they  were  gay,  and  that 
coming  out  actually  made  them  freer, 
happier,  and  stronger.” 

Peter  Berke  feels  freer,  happier,  and 
stronger  for  having  come  out  and  he 
also  feels  very  good  about  having  gone 
back  to  MIT  after  his  hiatus  of  some 
five  years.  “I  care  about  being  back 
and  I’m  glad  I  did  come  back,”  he  told 
me.  “My  care  [as  president]  is  about 
the  difficulties  of  being  an  individual 
on  this  campus.  It  can  be  a  hard  envi¬ 
ronment.  Interestingly  enough,  I  think 
it  is  a  good  place  for  people  to  come 
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By  Jim  Marko 

The  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech¬ 
nology  is  known  in  most  every  circle  as 
MIT.  As  a  matter  of  course,  full  words 
are  not  used  at  the  school.  At  the  far 
from  inspiring  collection  of  buildings 
on  the  Charles  River  in  Cambridge, 
they  number  or  initial  everything.  You 
don’t  major  in  electrical  engineering  at 
MIT,  you  are  in  6.  A  course  can  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  18.02  (calculus);  the  stu¬ 
dent  government  is  the  UA  (Under¬ 
graduate  Association);  first  year  stu¬ 
dents  go  through  an  intensive  R/O 
(residence  |  orientation.)  |Week;  build¬ 
ings  at  the  school  are  numbered,  not 
named.  There  are  depersonalizing 
numbers,  letters,  and  acronyms  every¬ 
where  one  turns. 

Tomorrow’s  chemists,  engineers, 
computer  experts,  and  the  like  spend 
what  I  could  only  perceive  as  a  book- 
bound,  boring,  forehead-furrowing 
four  years  of  study.  Their  acquired 
knowledge  will  allow  the  technocrats 
of  the  future  to  keep  this  great 
monster/machine  of  a  nation  on  its 
course  of  so-called  progress. 

I  was  at  MIT  to  interview  the  newly 
elected  UAP  (student  government  pres¬ 
ident).  On  the  bus  ride  to  the  campus,  I 
thought  of  e.e.  cummings:  “pity  this 
busy  monster,  manunkind,/not.  Prog¬ 
ress  is  a  comfortable  disease:/  your 
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victim  (death  and  life  safely  beyond)/ 
plays  with  the  bigness  of  his  littleness/ 
—  electrons  deify  one  razor  blade.” 

There  to  speak  to  Peter  Berke,  I  was 
having  a  hard  time  imagining  any  in¬ 
teresting  gays  at  MIT,  let  alone  an  in¬ 
teresting  UAP  at  MIT.  What  is  it  they 
say  about  preconceptions?  Usually 
they  are  wrong. 

Peter  Berke  is  an  openly  gay  and  not 
so  presidential  senior  at  MIT.  He 
started  there  once  before,  but  dropped 
out  after  a  semester  to  study  mime  in 
Paris  and  to  try  his  hand  in  New  York 
theatre.  Three  years  ago  he  returned  to 
the  school  and  now  studies  electrical 
engineering  and  computers. 

Berke  is  so  mindful  of  MIT’s  initial¬ 
ing  and  numbering  that  he  tries  to 
avoid  it  in  his  speech.  “Let’s  fact  it 
when  a  6-3  leaves  work  from  W20-401 
to  go  to  the  1270  for  a  drink  .  .  .  well 
.  .  .  you  can  at  least  see  something  in¬ 
teresting  in  all  this  numbering  and  let¬ 
tering.” 

Berke  did  not  run  for  school  presi¬ 
dent  on  a  gay  ticket,  but  he  never  hid 
the  fact  from  his  fellow  students.  “It 
just  is  not  an  issue  here,  the  people  are 
too  intelligent  .  .  .  that’s  not  the  best 
word,  is  it?  .  .  .  to  worry  about  sexual¬ 
ity.” 

Those  words  may  indeed  sound  the 
elitist  alarm  in  some  minds  but  this 
question  of  intelligence  is  something  to 
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who  are  gay,  who  are  black,  who  are 
women.  Coming  out  is  a  big  thing  to 
deal  with.  It’s  a  lot  of  self  discovery 
and  that  discovery  can  help  you  enjoy 
your  work.  There  is  a  hell  of  a  lot  of 
work  here  [MIT]. 

With  his  undergraduate  studies  just 
about  complete^  Berke  seems  able  to 
assess  the  hard  work  he  has  put  in  at 
MIT  —  a  place  he  characterized  as  a 
“hard,  bleak,  isolating  environment.” 
“People  here  have  been  pointed  at  all 
their  lives  —  for  being  smart.  Gay  stu¬ 
dents  here  have  been  called  ‘faggot’ 
throughout  their  lives  as  much  for 
being  smart  as  for  being  gay.  The  thing 
is,  when  you  are  looked  upon  as  being 
smart  throughout  school,  you  feel  like 
an  outsider.  Here,  the  outsiders  join 
together  and  have  that  and  themselves 
and  each  other  to  contend  with.” 

Is  this  the  same  MIT  that  Berke 
called  a  “good  place”  for  gay  people 
to  come  to?  “As  I  said,”  smiled  Berke, 
“it  is  hard  to  be  a  gay  person  on  this 
campus.  It’s  like  being  gay  anywhere 
else  though.  You  know,  the  hard  part 
of  being  gay  is  before  you  come  out. 
After  you  come  out,  it’s  .  .  .  well  .  .  . 
it’s  easier  no  matter  where  you  are.” 

Like  many  gay  people,  Peter  Berke 
continues  to  battle  for  equal  rights  — 
he  on  what  might  be  called  the  accep¬ 
tance  front.  Like  few  of  us,  he  finds 
himself  in  a  position  with  a  certain 
amount  of  prestige  and  power.  Having 
reached  this  place,  where  he  might  be 
capable  of  helping  others  with  the  dif¬ 
ficult  task  of  “being  an  individual  at 
MIT,”  Berke  can,  in  a  small  way,  chal¬ 
lenge  straight  society. 

But  does  theMassachusetts  Institute 
of  Technology  give  society  individuals, 
gay  or  straight,  who  will  challenge  the 
prevailing  cultural  hegemony?  Over 
the  past  decade,  different  segments  of 
the  population  have  come  to  see  that 
America  has  been  exclusively  defined 
according  to  the  needs  and  desires  of  a 
ruling  technological  elite  of  white,  mid¬ 
dle-aged,  male  heterosexuals.  Blacks, 
the  young,  women,  and  gays  have  chal¬ 
lenged  and  are  challenging  this  hegem¬ 
ony  and  as  a  result  the  nation  is  more 
fragmented,  more  divided,  and  yet 
freer  than  it  has  ever  been. 

Do  MIT  students  take  up  this  chal¬ 
lenge?  Where  does  Peter  Berke  fit  into 
the  scheme  of  things?  It  is  only  fair  to 
ask:  Where  do  we  all  fit  in? 

It  was  a  long  afternoon’s  discussion 
between  the  MIT  UAP  and  me.  I 
found  him  not  to  be  the  typical  MIT 
student  I  had  expected.  I  can’t  help 
thinking,  however,  that  he,  and  possi¬ 
bly  the  other  gay  students  at  MIT,  are 
in  a  very  difficult  battle  against  the  de¬ 
humanization  and  depersonalization 
that  I  feel  when  on  that  campus.  Their 
challenge  seems  that  much  greater. 

It  was  William  Thompson,  in  his 
book  Edge  of  History,  who  said: 
“MIT  training  fits  its  students  for  the 
future,  like  beggars  who  maim  their 
children  so  that  they  can  become  suc¬ 
cessful  beggars.”  But,  after  all,  it  was 
Peter  Berke  who  told  MIT’s  incoming 
students  this  year:  “So,  a  beggar  may 
cut  off  his  child’s  foot  or  hand  to  maim 
him  and  make  him  a  successful  beggar. 
That’s  easy  to  see  once  it’s  done.  Here 
you  have  to  pay  close  attention  to  see 
what  you’re  losing,  much  less  prevent 
[it  from  happening].”  Peter  Berke 
seems  mindful  of  his  own  advice  and 
seems  to  spread  the  word  of  that  need 
for  awareness  at  MIT. 
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By  Tommi  A  vicolli 

There  are  strains  of  Frank  Zappa’s 
“It  can’t  happen  here”  playing  coarse¬ 
ly  in  the  background  of  years  that  have 
elapsed  since  the  sixties.  Perhaps  it’s 
my  imagination,  but  there’s  an  inter¬ 
view  in  the  papers  with  a  Nazi  leader, 
and  the  ACLU’s  defending  the  Nazi’s 
right  to  march  through  a  Jewish  sub¬ 
urb.  Of  course  it  isn’t  really  the  Ku 
Klux  Klan  which  has  stated  that  it  is 
“not  embarrassed  to  admit  that  we  en¬ 
dorse  and  seek  the  execution  of  all 
homosexuals.”  The  Torch,  the  “Revo¬ 
lutionary  Newspaper  of  WHITE  Chris¬ 
tianity”  has  further  declared  that  “the 
law  of  God  states  the  dea'th  penalty  for 
homosexuals  and  when  God’s  laws  are 
again  enforced,  the  death  penalty  is 
what  it  will  be.” 

No  one  can  explain  —  to  my  satis¬ 
faction  —  this  sudden  re-emergence  of 
the  right.  Perhaps  the  left  has  failed  to 
supply  adequate  alternatives  to  the  es¬ 
tablished  “norms”  and  thus  the  gaps  it 
failed  to  fill  had  to  be  filled  by  some¬ 
thing,  and  in  times  of  crisis  (Water¬ 
gate,  etc.)  the  easiest  opiate  is  of  course 
religion  and  its  partner,  right-wing 
Christian  politics.  And  let’s  make  no 
mistake  about  it,  the  new  right-wingers 
are  very  “Christian.”  Phyllis  Schlafly 
(the  anti-ERA  spokesperson)  has 
stated  that  one  of  her  group’s  goals  is 
to  make  Christianity  the  nation’s  reli¬ 
gion.  And  singer  Anita  Bryant  used  the 
Bible  to  deny  homosexuals  civil  rights 
(much  the  same  as  Baptist  Southern 
ministers  did  to  blacks  in  the  1800s). 
Perhaps  Orwell  wasn’t  so  far  off  — 
after  all,  Reverend  Sun  Yun  Moon 
makes  an  appropriately  sinister  Big 
Brother. 

Barbara  Ruth  and  Kathy  Velnosky 
—  calling  themselves  MOTHER 
RAGE  —  have  travelled  for  three 
months  now  performing  for  women’s 
communities, and  at  International 
Women’s  Year  Conferences.  They 
have  also  conducted  workshops  de¬ 
signed  to  organize  political  feelings 
into  political  action.  They  see  the  re¬ 
surgence  of  the  right  as  a  call  to  arms,  a 
warning  that  if  the  left  lays  back  now, 
all  is  lost. 

Barbara  Ruth  is  a  poet.  Her  two  vol¬ 
umes  of  poetry  attest  to  her  abilities  as 
a  social  critic  and  artist.  Kathy  Vel¬ 
nosky,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  song¬ 
writer  and  folk  guitarist.  Together  they 
use  their  art  to  forge  a  politic  based  on 
survival  —  the  survival  of  a  dream  that 
one  days  words  like  sexism  and  racism 
won’t  have  any  meaning.  Idealistic? 
Let’s  call  it  optimistic,  rather  than 
naive.  The  power  of  Mother  Rage  is  its 
doppelganger  effect  —  people  see  their 
own  reflection  in  the  anger  of  these 
women. 

Both  women  were  in  Philadelphia 
for  a  brief  visit.  In  a  few  weeks  time, 
they  are  planning  another  trip,  this 
time  along  the  East  Coast.  They  are  or¬ 
ganizers,  and,  like  Sartre,  they  believe 
art  to  be  an  essential  force  in  social 
change. 

T:  What  is  the  nature  of  your  cross¬ 
country  trip? 

B:  We  have  been  on  the  cross-country 
trip  for  3  months  and  initially  it  was 
going  to  be  the  extent  of  it.  On  that 
trip,  we  have  seen  things  which  com¬ 
pelled  us  to  go  on.  One  has  been  the 
rise  of  the  right  wing  and  manifesta¬ 
tions  much  further  right  than  we’ve 
ever  been  aware  of  before.  I’m  talking 
about  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  the  Nazj_ 
Party.  I  mean  about  as  far  right  as  you 
can  get.  And  the  other  has  been  this  re¬ 


action  we  got.  It  seems  a  lot  of  wom¬ 
en’s  communities  are  in  need  of  reme¬ 
dial  radical  feminism.  I  mean  they  were 
beyond  politics  and  into  softball  .  .  . 
T:  What  manifestations  are  you  talking 
of  in  terms  of  the  right? 

B:  Well,  the  big  showdown  seems  to  be 
—  everybody’s  gathering  their  forces 
for  Houston  —  the  International 
Women’s  Year  Conference.  And  in  the 
straight  media,  there  have  been  lots  of 
articles  about  the  Klan  or  the  Nazi 
Party  or  the  John  Birch  party  having 
done  sabotage  tactics  at  the  state  level 
to  make  it  impossible  to  vote,  or  they 
claimed  to  have  infiltrated  feminist 
groups.  So  that  some  women  who  are 
ostensibly  feminist  representatives  are, 
in  reality,  Klan  women.  It’s  this  whole 
thing  that  the  right  is  pitting  their 
women  against  feminists.  There’s  a 
whole  populist  movement  [developing] 
...  It  tends  to  be  anti-ERA,  anti-abor¬ 
tion,  anti-gay,  anti-gun  control,  pro- 
family.  . . 

T:  Why  this  re-emergence  of  the  right, 
and  especially  those  right  wing  groups? 

B:  I  think  because  ...  the  left  has  and 
probably  always  will  be  splintering  and 
be  all  involved  with  process  which  is  an 
integral  part  of  radicalism.  The  left 
doesn’t  look  like  it’s  giving  any  easy 
answers  which  it  isn’t.  And  the  right 
has  a  whole  program,  which  is  —  THIS 
is  the  answer.  The  same  reason  so 
many  people  find  solace  in  the  Church. 
It  satisfies  the  same  kinds  of  needs  for 
something  that’s  going  to  tell  you  [the 
answers].  And  also,  it  [the  right]  is 
identifying  the  enemy  as  somebody 
who’s  visible  rather  than  the  “ruling 
class”  or  the  Rockefellers  who  you 
never  see.  If  you  identify  [the  enemy] 
as  queers  and  as  women’s  libbers  and 
whatever,  it  is  those  people  that  you 
can  find. 

T:  Do  you  really  think  the  Klan  or  the 
Nazis  have  much  credibility  in  this 
country  given  the  history  of  both 
groups? 

B:  I  wouldn’t  have  up  until  the  kinds  of 
things  we’ve  seen  this  summer  . . . 

T:  What  kind  of  things  did  you  see 
them  doing? 

B:  We’re  not  sure.  We’ve  had  people 
come  up  to  us  after  performances  .  .  . 
for  instance,  a  woman  came  up  after  a 
performance  and  gave  us  a  Nazi  con¬ 
tact  in  case  we  ever  had  to  leave  the 
country. 

T:  Why  would  she  think  you’d  be  inter¬ 
ested  in  that? 

B:  I  don’t  know.  Certainly  the  presence 
of  the  Nazis  has  been  felt  in  California 
in  particular,  and  the  Klan  in  the  South 
in  particular  .  .  .  Also  what  we  have 
seen  ...  in  Illinois,  at  the  IWY  Con¬ 
ference.  We  performed  there  and  we 
saw  this  bus  load  of  Eagle  Forum 
(women) .  .  .  They  bused  in  women  like 
an  hour  before  the  voting  —  women 
who  were  not  at  all  involved  in  the 
process.  And  they  bused  them  in  and 
then  they  voted  and  then  they  all  went 
home.  It  was  like  on  command.  It’s 
like  this  whole  platoon.  That’s  what’s 
amazing  —  the  military  aspect  of  it. 

T:  What  other  kinds  of  experiences  did 
you  have  with  the  right? 

K:  When  we  were  in  Portland,  there 
was  a  number  to  call.  It  was  the 
ALPHA  CIRCLE  number  and  the  AL¬ 
PHA  CIRCLE  was  a  Nazi  group  in 
Portland.  And  I  called  the  number  and 
I  got  a  recording  on  the  phone  of  these 
people  giving  anti-Jewish  statements. 
This  was  an  on-going  recording.  It 
changed  every  week.  And  I  called  back 
and  I  actually  taped  one  of  the  record¬ 
ings  .  .  .  and  there  was  a  movie  we  saw 


when  we  were  in  Canada.  We  went  to 
an  International  Film  Festival  and  they 
were  showing  the  “California  REICH” 
which  is  a  movie  more  or  less  along  the 
lines  of  a  documentary  about  the  Nazi 
Party  in  California  ...  I  don’t  know 
what’s  starting  it.  I  feel  very  afraid.  I 
would  no  longer  walk  down  the  streets 
of  Philadelphia  or  anywhere  with  a 
Dyketactics  jacket . . . 

T:  What  do  you  feel  is  going  to  happen 
at  IWY? 

B:  Well  a  lot  of  things  could  happen. 
First  of  all,  ostensibly  it’s  supposed  to 
be  a  showcase  for  the  government  to 
use  internationally  and  nationally  to 
prove  that  it’s  paying  attention  to 
women.  What  will  physically  come  out 
of  it  will  be  a  folder  —  a  commission 
report  which  will  go  on  to  the  presi¬ 
dent’s  desk.  And  ...  it  would  really  be 
convenient  for  a  sort  of  right  stand  be¬ 
cause  it  could  be  used  as  the  voice  of 
women  in  America. 

K:  I  would  say,  along  that  line,  the 
right  wing,  in  the  embodiment  of  the 
KKK  came  out  on  the  front  pages  of 
the  Detroit  News  .  .  .  with  an  article 
stating  that  their  purpose  in  attending 
IWY  is  blatantly  to  disrupt  and  to 
make  sure  it  doesn’t  happen.  They  are 
protesting  the  fact  that  the  government 
allocated  its  initial  $5  million  for  the 
purpose  of  having  state  meetings 
across  the  country  and  they’re  saying 
that  the  whole  thing  is  being  run  by 
radicals  and  lesbians.  They  want  to 
protect  their  women  from  all  the  les¬ 
bians  who  are  going  to  be  there  . .  .  The 
funny  thing  about  IWY  is  that  all  the 
women  on  the  left  are  saying  it’s  too 
conservative  and  all  the  women  on  the 
right  are  claiming  it’s  too  radical. 

B:  In  some  states  there  was  so  much 
disruption  by  the  right,  [that],  they 
didn’t  even  get  to  vote.  So  they  have  no 
platform.  You  see  the  whole  thing  is 
plugged  into  a  parliamentary  proce¬ 
dure  which  the  right  has  had  at  least  a 
year’s  worth  of  workshops  on  —  how 
to  stall,  how  to  just  jam  the  works  of 
that. 

T:  Why  do  you  call  yourself  “Mother 
Rage?” 

B:  .  .  .  that  came  from  the  thing  that 
she  [Kathy]  told  you  earlier  —  women 
thanking  us  for  getting  them  back  in 
touch  with  their  anger.  It’s  also  a  line 
from  one  of  Kathy’s  songs  .  .  .  Our 
songs  and  our  poems  are  integrally  re¬ 
lated  to  our  political  lives.  We  also 
offer  workshops  on  a  dozen  topics  .  .  . 
It’s  different  every  place.  It’s  pretty 
free-form. 


T:  Do  you  think  the  tactics  of  the 
movement  need  to  change  in  light  of 
these  activities  by  the  right?  And  in 
what  ways  should  they  change? 

K:  I  feel  the  right  is  pushing  us  into  co¬ 
alitions.  However,  pushed  or  not,  I 
think  we  ought  to  get  into  some  coali¬ 
tions  .  .  .  And  most  groups  I  feel  have  a 
kind  of  view  of  their  group,  like  they 
have  the  inside  corner  on  what’s  going 
on  in  the  community.  And  all  these 
people  are  in  these  various  groups 
thinking  they  have  their  inside  corners 
—  and  all  we  have  is  a  bunch  of  cor¬ 
ners.  People  have  got  to  get  over  their 
differences.  People  who  are  working 
on  black  rights  have  got  to  deal  with 
their  sexism,  people  working  on  femi¬ 
nism  have  got  to  deal  with  their  racism 
and  classism  and  these  things  have  got 
to  pull  together.  As  Barbara  said,  the 
right  wing  doesn’t  have  these  prob¬ 
lems,  they  operate  with  a  hierarchy, 
nothing’s  questioned  .  .  .  This  is  the 
first  time  I’ve  felt  that  there’s  a  possi¬ 
bility  we  might  lose. 

T:  Lose  what? 

K:  Lose  the  whole  thing.  Which  is  why 
I  want  to  fight  harder.  I  read  ...  an 
article  on  America  turning  right,  and 
one  of  the  quotes  ...  is  that  when 
people  get  scared  they  tend  to  run 
right.  And  that’s  something  I  think 
we’re  seeing  over  and  over  that  people 
are  leaving,  people  are  quitting,  and 
people  are  hiding  and  people  are 
getting  into  their  jobs  and  their  rela¬ 
tionships  and  their  friends  and  their 
oheese  and  their  spirituality  and  their 
softball.  They  ain’t  fighting. 

But  in  a  way  I’m  stalling  for  time  be¬ 
cause  I  feel  as  if  I  have,  and  a  lot  of  my 
friends  have,  and  the  whole  left  has 
gone  so  far  in  walking  up  to  the  belly 
of  the  monster  and  we’re  right  up 
against  the  monster  and  it’s  like: 
“Let’s  play  softball.”  People  don’t 
wanna  take  that  next  step  which  would 
be  of  course,  revolution. 

B:  .  .  .  This  is  the  first  time  that  I  know 
of  either  the  Nazis  or  the  Klan  having 
this  much  of  an  anti-gay  thrust.  I  mean 
it  was  always  implicit,  but  now  it’s  real 
explicit  and  they  still  hate  “kikes”  and 
“niggers”  and  all  the  rest.  .  .  .  They  are 
ready  to  mow  us  down  as  the  same 
kind  of  cat  .  .  .  Do  we  have  the  luxury 
of  not  working  with  people  until 
they’re  politically  pure?  .  .  .  And  it’s 
always  seemed  to  me  that  one  of  the 
few  points  with  which  I  agree  with  the 
JDL  is  the  Never  Again  philosophy. 
The  worst  thing  is  to  walk  politely  to 
your  death. 


Barbara  Ruth  (left)  and  Kathy  Velnosky  (right) 
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Dem  Long-Distance  Blues 


by  Robin  E.  Smith 

Nobody  ever  looks  at  lesbian  re¬ 
lationships  in  a  business-like  manner. 
If  people  invested  their  money  with  the 
same  care  that  lesbians  plunge  into 
affairs,  they  wouldn’t  even  bother  with 
stockbrokers;  they’d  just  spend  every 
Friday  and  Saturday  night  flinging  fist- 
fulls  of  five  dollar  bills  out  of  their 
windows  at  passing  strangers.  Ridicu¬ 
lous?  Well,  take  a  prime  offender,  the 
lesbian  long-distance  romance  —  seen 
any  ads  like  this  lately? 

“Is  life  too  quiet?  Your  bills  all 
paid?  Your  job  going  well?  Bored?  All 
that  peace  of  mind  becoming  tedious? 
Yearning  for  challenge?  —  Don’t 
waste  a  minute!  —  Join  the  latest  les¬ 
bian  fad  —  Have  an  Out-of-Town 
Romance!” 

Silly?  Listen,  every  third  D.C.  les¬ 
bian  of  my  acquaintance  has  a  lover  in 
Boston  or  New  York  City;  we  call  it  the 
(Boston-N.Y.-D.C.)  “Axis.”  One  ex¬ 
ceptionally  hardy  pair  of  souls  con¬ 
ducted  a  D.C.-Detroit  romance  for 


over  a  year.  But  look  at  it  this  way  —  if  I 
you  saw  dozens  of  people  jumping  off 
a  cliff,  would  you  rush  to  join  them? 

That’s  carrying  things  too  far?  Un¬ 
fair  comparison?  Let’s  examine  just  a 
few  crucial  aspects  of  the  lesbian  long¬ 
distance  romance  —  in  a  business-like 
manner: 

1)  BASIC  ORGANIZATIONAL 
STRUCTURE:  Grass  Widowhood. 
Every  night,  except  on  those  delirious, 
one-a-month,  weekend  trips  when  you 
are  with  Her,  you  will  come  home  to: 
a)  your  telephone;  b)  your  stationary; 
and  c)  your  mail  box.  Of  course,  you 
can  always  buy  a  canary  for  com¬ 
panionship.  In  fact,  for  what  your 
long-distance  romance  will  cost  you, 
you  could  buy  about  100  canaries, 
which  brings  us  to 

2)  COST  EFFECTIVENESS:  No 
tickee,  no  laundry.  Do  you  have 
trouble  paying  your  rent?  Is  your  va¬ 
cation  leave  always  over-extended?  Are 
you  accident-prone?  Is  your  sick  leave 
nearly  used  up?  Do  you  tend  to  get  into 
long,  emotional  (read:  expensive) 


phone  conversations?  Do  you  dislike: 
ajtrains;  b)buses;  c)planes;  and/or  d) 
cars?  —  If  your  answer  to  any  of  the 
above  questions  is  yes,  you  cannot 
afford  a  long-distance  romance. 

3)  RELOCATION:  Have  honey,  will 
travel.  If  you  can’t  give  Her  up,  one  of 
you  had  better  start  packing.  And 
don’t  wait  longer  than  six  months.  The 
survival  rate  of  lesbian  long-distance 
romances  past  the  initial  six  months 
makes  the  radioactive  half-life  of  the 
Actinium  Series  look  substantial. 
There  are  too  many  Other  Women  in 
each  city. 

4)  TEAMWORK:  Related  to  S&L 
(Sweetness  &  Light).  You  get  to  fight 
about  whose  turn  it  is  to  visit  the  other 
one’s  city.  Who  has  the  most  m-o-n-e-y 
and  should  therefore  (unselfishly)  do 
the  most  traveling.  Who  thereby 
proves  that  they  love  the  other  person 
the  most.  Icky,  icky,  icky. 

5)  PERSONNEL  RETURNS:  The 
Joy  of  Self-Abuse.  Do  you  enjoy  auto¬ 
eroticism?  Do  you  own  a  vibrator  in 
good  working  order?  Gots  lots  of  fuzzy 


little  stuffed  animals  to  cuddle?  — 
good.  Of  course,  there  will  be  that 
shock  on  those  monthly  trips  when  you 
actually  have  sex  with  another  person. 
There  will  be  other  problems  on  those 
visits,  too,  such  as  the  fact  that  you’ll 
have  trouble  remembering  what  She 
looks  like  from  one  visit  to  the  next, 
since  your  only  frame  of  reference  will 
be  a  wholly  inaccurate  black-and-white 
photo  of  Her  taken  eight  years  ago. 

If  you  must  have  a  long-distance  ro¬ 
mance,  jot  down  these  hints: 

1)  Get  a  large  supply  of  Valium. 

2)  Get  a  good  travel  agent. 

3)  Get  an  office  with  a  door  that 
shuts,  an  extension  that  you  don’t  have 
to  share  with  anyone  else,  and  a 
WATS  line. 

4)  Buy  a  ream  of  stationary. 

5)  Purchase  a  copy  of  War  and 
Peace  for  reading  in  bus  stations,  train 
stations,  and  airports. 

And  please,  please  reconsider  those 
100  canaries  —  they’re  yellow,  fluffy, 
inexpensive,  and  are  always  waiting  at 
home  for  you. 
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A  Talk  With  Dr.  Charles  Silverstein 

S _ — - - - - 


By  Eric  Rogers 

Dr.  Charles  Silverstein  came  through 
Boston  last  week  on  a  publicity  tour 
for  his  book  A  Family  Matter:  A 
Parents  Guide  to  Homosexuality  (re¬ 
viewed  GCN,  Sept.  17,  1977).  The 
book  is  a  practical  guide  for  the  fami¬ 
lies  of  jgay  people  about  homosexual- \ 
ity.  While  the  book  focuses  on  four 
composite  familes  and  follows  their  re¬ 
actions  to  their  child’s  coming  out, 
there  is  a  section  on  the  history  of  psy¬ 
chotherapy  &  gays  which  has  become 
u  controversial  section!  in  the  eyes  of 
the  straight  press.} 

Dr.  Silverstein  has  just  resigned  as 
the  director  of  the  Institute  for  Human 
Identity  in  New  York  City  and  as 
editor  of  the  Journal  of  Homosexual¬ 
ity.  He  is  concentrating  on  his  private 
practice  as  well  as  a  new  clinic  which 
provides  sex  therapy  and  sex  surrogates 
for  gay  men.  Next  week,  The  Joy  of 
Gay  Sex,  which  Dr.  Silverstein  co¬ 
authored,  will  be  published. 

ER:  How  has  the  feedback  been 
from  families  of  gays  on  A  Family 
Matter? 

CS:  I’ve  gotten  very  little  feedback 
from  parents  yet. 

ER:  My  mother  loved  it.  It  inspired 
good  conversations  between  us. 

CS:  See,  that  was  my  intention. 
You’re  about  the  third  person  that  has 
commented  to  me  about  parental  reac¬ 
tion.  I  do  get  a  lot  of  reaction  from 
gays  who  tell  me  that  they  like  the  book 
very  much  and  they  say  that  it’s  the 
book  they  would  have  liked  to  have 
written  for  their  parents.  But  it’s  prob¬ 
ably  just  too  soon  to  get  reaction  from 
parents.  I  know  that  people  are  buying 
it  for  their  parents,  so  I’m  sure  I’ll  hear 
soon. 

ER:  How  is  the  book  selling? 

CS:  Last  I  heard,  it  has  sold  5,800 
copies.  McGraw  Hill  is  satisfied  but 


I’m  not.  I’ve  noticed  that  lots  of  stores 
are  not  getting  it.  I’ve  been  to  a  lot  of 
cities  and  very  few  bookstores  have  it.  I 
don’t  understand  why. 


ER:  I’ve  noticed  that  it  doesn’t  seem 
to  be  getting  the  push  that  some  other 
books  on  homosexuality  are  receiving 
now.  Has  the  book  been  reviewed  by 
the  straight  press? 

CS:  It  was  reviewed  by  “Publisher’s 
Weekly,”  and  they  gave  it  a  very  good 
review;  by  “Kirkus,”  which  gave  it  a 
mixed  review  mostly  because  of  those 
chapters  where  I  knock  the  psychia¬ 
trists;  and  by  “Library  Journal,” 
which  called  those  two  chapters 
“lurid”  and  warned  its  readers  because 
of  it. 

ER:  Were  the  compositefamily  situa¬ 
tions  that  form  the  core  of  the  book 
based  on  real  people? 

CS:  They’re  all  based  on  real  people 
and  they’re  not  all  composites.  Some 
are  real  situations. 

ER:  I  liked  that  you  drew  two  por¬ 
traits  of  gay  men  and  their  familes  and 
two  portraits  of  lesbians  and  their  fam¬ 
iles.  It  seemed  like  the  lesbians  were 
more  “normal,”  less  “odd”  than  the 
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gay  men  were  while  they  were  growing 
up.  My  criticism  of  the  book  is  that 
both  boys  seemed  to  be  excluded  from 
other  boys  at  an  early  age,  unathletic, 
misfits. 

CS:  I  suppose  that’s  true.  I  had  a 
terrible  problem  trying  to  touch  as 
many  bases  as  possible.  I  certainly  i 
couldn’t  tough  all  of  them  but  I  frank¬ 
ly  never  even  thought  of  that  one.  I  was 
more  worried  about  the  familes  with 
lesbians  because  I’m  not  a  lesbian. 

ER:  Has  lesbian  reaction  been  good? 

CS:  Pretty  good.  I  had  asked  Jean 
O’Leary  whether  she  would  endorse 
the  book.  She  said  she  can’t  endorse 
the  book. because  it’s  written  from  a 
male  point  of  view.  And  I  said,  “Well, 
Jean,  do  you  find  it  oppressive  or 
something?”  and  she  said  “No,  no,  no 
it’s  fine.”  She  said  it’s  a  beautiful  book 
and  she  wants  to  buy  one  for  her 
mother.  But  it’s  written  from  a  male 
point  of  view,  it’s  not  written  like  a 
lesbian  would  write  it.  One  thing  I 
claim,  I’m  not  a  lesbian. 

ER:  Could  you  tell  me  when  the  In¬ 
stitute  for  Human  Identity  was 
founded? 

CS:  June  1,  1973.  I’ve  been  with  it 
from  the  start.  It  is  a  counseling  center 
that  does  psychotherapy.  We  do  long 
term  psychotherapy.  We’re  not  peer 
counselors,  it’s  a  professionally  oper¬ 
ated  place  and  is  meant  to  be. 

ER:  Why  isn’t  “Gay”  in  the  title? 

CS:  It’s  hard  to  get  tax  exemption. 
People  talk  about  two  or  three  gay 
places  that  have  been  given  IRS  exemp¬ 
tions.  But  there  are  a  lot  of  places  that 
have  gotten  it,  a  lot,  including  right 
here  in  Boston.  But  what  they’ve 
chosen  to  do  is  to  get  tax  exemption 
without  giving  certain  information. 
The  other  part  of  the  reason  is  that  I 
happened  to  be  in  Europe  when  they 
got  together  to  make  up  the  name  and  1 
would  never  have  used  a  word  as  pom¬ 
pous  as - institute.”  However,  we 

are  very  up  front  about  being  gay,  and 
always  have  been. 

ER:  What  kind  of  services  does  the 
institute  provide? 

CS:  Individual  therapy,  couple  ther¬ 
apy,  group  therapy,  and  now  we  work 
in  sexual  dysfunction. 

ER:  What  is  that  about? 

CS:  I’ve  just  resigned  as  director  of 
the  Institute.  The  administrative  work 
had  gotten  so  large  that  I  really  can’t 
practice;  I  really  can’t  do  my  profes¬ 
sional  work.  So  I  resigned.  For  the  last 
two  years  I’ve  wanted  to  start  a  sexual 
dysfunction  clinic  and  1  just  haven’t 
had  the  time.  That  will  be  working  with 
gays  on  sexual  problems,  which  are 
things  like  impotence,  premature  ejac¬ 


ulation,  and  retarded  ejaculation. 

ER:  Do  you  include  women? 

CS:  No,  we’re  not  going  to  include 
women  because  no  woman  has  ever 
come  to  us  with  a  sexual  problem  and  I 
keep  meeting  with  the  lesbians  on  our 
staff  and  say,  “What  are  the  sexual 
problems  of  lesbians?”  And  everyone 
just  shrugs  their  shoulders  and  says 
that  lesbians  don’t  have  sexual  prob¬ 
lems.  None  of  their  patients  do  and 
none  of  them  do.  I  don’t  have  any 
women  to  treat.  I’ll  train  some  women 
to  be  sex  therapists,  but  I’m  not  run¬ 
ning  a  program  for  lesbians.  If  lesbians 
come  in  and  have  sexual  problems,  I’ll 
be  happy  to  deal  with  them. 

ER:  Is  this  going  on  any  place  yet?  Is 
this  a  new  field? 

CS:  There  are  certainly  lots  of  places 
that  train  sex  therapists,  but  there’s  no 
place  that  trains  them  how  to  work 
with  gays.  We’re  also  going  to  be  using 
sex  surrogates. 

ER:  What’s  that  about? 

CS:  Masters  &  Johnson  started  using 
sex  surrogates,  but  then  they  ran  into 
lawsuits.  Now  there  is  no  clinic  that 
will  use  a  sex  surrogate,  because  of 
legal  problems. 

ER:  How  are  you  going  to  get 
around  that? 

CS:  We  don’t  have  the  legal  prob¬ 
lem.  There  are  two  different  kinds  of 
legal  problems.  One  is,  if  you’re  a 
straight  man,  you’re  impotent,  you’ve 
got  a  wife,  you  come  in  and  I  provide 
you  with  someone  to  go  to  bed  with, 
and  after  that,  by  some  coincidence, 
you  have  all  sorts  of  trouble  with  your 
wife  and  you  have  a  divorce.  The  clinic 
is  named  as  a  correspondent  in  the  di¬ 
vorce.  That  has  actually  happened. 

ER:  How  do  you  get  around  the 
prostitution  laws? 

CS:  Our  surrogates  aren’t  paid. 

ER:  So  you’re  providing  for  couples 
who  are  having  a  sex  problem — 

CS:  Couples  have  no  problem  be¬ 
cause  they  have  each  other. 

ER:  Doesn’t  “surrogate”  mean  a 
substitute  for  something? 

CS:  A  surrogate’s  for  someone 
who’s  single.  If  you  have  a  lover  you 
do  it  with  your  lover. 

ER:  We  call  that  something  else. 

CS:  What’s  that? 

ER:  A  prostitute  ...  a  trick  service. 

CS:  Oh,  it’s  a  very  sophisticated 
work.  It’s  very  frustrating  work  being 
a  surrogate.  It’s  not  just  a  matter  of 
popping  into  bed  with  someone. 

ER:  Why  does  a  surrogate  volunteer 
to  do  this? 

CS:  Probably  a  lot  of  reasons.  One  is 
the  desire  to  have  more  emotional  con- 
(Continued  on  page  12) 
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Heilman's  Forest —  Delightful  and  Well-Made 


Another  Part  of  the  Forest,  by  Lillian 
Heilman  at  the  Lyric  Stage,  Charles 
Street,  Boston. 

By  Robert  Etherington 
It  has  long  surprised  me  (thotigh  not 
unpleasantly)  that  Lillian  Heilman,  for 
all  her  political  radicalism,  is  the  au¬ 
thor  of  conservatively  written,  indeed 
old-fashioned  plays.  She  is  a  direct  de¬ 
scended  of  Pinero,  Maugham  and 
Galsworthy,  at  least  in  her  theatrical 
writing  if  not  in  her  politics.  Even  The 
Children’s  Hour,  despite  what  was,  in 
its  day,  a  scandalous  subject  (lesbian¬ 
ism),  is  a  conventional  Well-Made  Play 
with  the  pieces  of  that  now  unfashion¬ 
able  genre  in  their  proper  place:  expo¬ 
sition,  development,  climax  and  de¬ 
nouement,  all  in  three  tidy  acts. 

The  English  critic  John  Russell 
Taylor  has  described  the  Well-Made 
Play  as,  quite  simply,  “a  well-told 
story  [with]  not  one  moment  in 
the  whole  evening  when  the  audi¬ 
ence  not  is  in  a  state  of  eager 


expectation,  waiting  for  something  to 
happen,  for  some  secret  to  be  uncover¬ 
ed,  some  identity  to  be  revealed,  some 
inevitable  confrontation  to  occur.” 
Another  Part  of  the  Forest  contains 
these  characteristics  in  abundance,  in¬ 
cluding  a  Big  Secret  revealed  in  the 
third  act  climax.  It  is  delightfully  the¬ 
atrical  hokum,  free  of  metaphysical 
import  or  that  pall  of  profundity  which 
passes  for  art. 

Though  written  several  years  after 
Ms.  Heilman’s  better  known  The  Little 
Foxes,  Another  Part  of  the  Forest 
amounts  to  a  prologue  to  the  barber 
play  in  that  it  deals  with  the  early  years 
of  the  newly  rich  Hubbard  family,  the 
children  of  which  appear,  all  grown  up 
(and  totally  nasty),  in  The  Little  Foxes. 
The  characters  in  Forest,  the  tyrannical 
Marcus,  the  demented  Lavinia  and 
their  three  children,  Regina,  Benjamin 
and  Oscar,  fight  with  and  intrigue 
against  each  other  until  Marcus  is 
ruined  by  the  revelation  of  the  Big 


Secret  and  his  children  make  off  with 
all  his  money. 

This  marvelous  domestic  melodrama 
is  given  a  thoroughly  effective  produc¬ 
tion  by  the  Lyric  Stage  company.  Polly 
Hogan,  the  director,  has  managed  to 
maneuver  a  large  cast  around  a  small 
performance  space  (no  mean  feat)  and 
has  skillfully  paced  the  play,  which 
gradually  but  inexorably  builds  to  the 
exciting  climax.  It  is  good  to  find  a 
director  familiar  with  and  respectful  of 
the  Well-Made  Play  genre. 

The  acting  is  almost  uniformily  ex¬ 
pert.  (“Almost”  because  I  feel  that 
Ray  Rue  as  Oscar  Hubbard  is  too  flam¬ 
boyant  for  so  small  a  stage.)  The  per¬ 
formance  of  Ronald  Ritchell  as  Marcus 
merits  special  attention.  Mr.  Ritchell 
stepped  into  his  role  at  the  last  minute 
when  the  actor  originally  engaged  fell 
ill  (from  playing  so  difficult  a  part?) 
and,  with  the  aid  of  some  excellent 
make-up,  very  nearly  turns  what  is  an 
ensemble  play  into  a  star  vehicle. 


But  the  prize  of  the  evening  goes  to 
Eda  Rabinowitz  as  poor,  deranged  La¬ 
vinia  (the  revealer  of  the  Big  Secret). 
Her  appearances  constitute  Mad 
Scenes  (notoriously  difficult  things) 
and  are  free  of  the  vulgar  rantings  and 
ravings  indulged  in  by  those  actresses 
who  have  never  actually  seen  mad  peo¬ 
ple. 

Altogether  able  support  for  these 
two  superior  performers  is  provided  by 
John  Adair  as  the  greedy  Benjamin, 
Robin  Lane  as  the  conniving  Regina, 
John  McKay  and  Kate  Maguire  as  the 
poor  but  proud  Bagtrees  (the  former 
also  filling  his  role  on  short  notice), 
and  Kirsten  Giroux  as  the  delicious 
tart,  Laurette  Sincee.  They  all  serve 
Lillian  Heilman  and  their  audiences 
well. 

The  performances  run  on  Wednes¬ 
days,  Fridays  and  twice  on  Saturdays 
through  October  22nd.  Go  and  see  a 
real  play. 


nubuiNu  r/\i  hlkph  :  une  or  the  original  pieces  that  will  be  performed  by 
the  Ara  Fitzgerald  Dance  Company,  Oct.  21-23,  at  8:30  PM  at  the  Joy  of 
Movement  Center,  536  Massachusetts  Ave.,  Central  Square,  Cambridge.  The  New 
York  troupe  explores  comedy  and  satire. 
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tact  with  people.  Another  is  the  hope 

of  making  money  at  sometime. 

ER:  When  would  that  happen? 

•CS:  Sometime  later.  There’s  always 
the  possibility  that  one  can  go  off  on 
his  own  and  become  a  surrogate  for 
other  therapists.  A  lot  of  people  want 
to  help  other  people.  This  is  a  way  of 
helping.  I  think  there  are  other  reasons 
why  people  become  surrogates,  like  ex¬ 
ploitation,  and  we  have  to  be  sensitive 
to  that.  One  of  the  things  I  find  is  when 
you  tell  them  right  away,  “no  money,” 
most  of  those  people  leave. 

ER:.  Do  people  that  need  the  service 
pay  for  it? 

CS:  Well,  sure.  It’s  now  in  operation 
on  a  very  small  scale. 

ER:  How  do  people  hear  about  you? 

CS:  Well  our  entire  staff  knows 


about  us.  Plus,  there  was  a  press  re¬ 
lease  sent  out.  And  via  word  of  mouth. 

ER:  So  you’re  going  to  put  your  time 
into  that  now. 

CS:  Plus  my  own  practice.  I’m  also 
resigning  as  editor  of  the  Journal  be¬ 
cause  that  was  taking  too  much  time. 
With  the  publication  of  these  two 
books,  I  wanted  to  stop  and  think 
about  what  I  want  to  do. 

ER:  When  is  The  Joy  of  Gay  Sex 
coming  out? 

CS:  Publication  date  is  October 
10th. 

ER:  What’s  the  book  like? 

CSzIt’s  the -seme- format  of  t+teVoj 
of  Sex,  with  beautiful  places.  It’s 
$12.95,  which  is  the  same  price  as  Joy 
of  Sex,  except  this  is  a  bigger  book. 

ER:  We’ll  certainly  look  forward  to 
seeing  the  book. 
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Optometrists 

Comprehensive  eye  exams, 
complete  eyeglass  service, 
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All  services  rendered  by  eye  doctors 
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By  Francis  Toohey 
Autumn  never  really  gets  a  chance  to 
fully  develop  in  this  city  —  it  just  sort 
of  falls  in  our  laps.  The  leaves  are 
green  one  day  on  the  Public  Garden, 
then  they’re  brown  and  gone  without 
the  fanfare  you’ll  find  just  across  the 
smog-line  in  Brookline  or  Cambridge 
.  .  .  In  all  this  drab  downhill-side  of 
summer,  it’s  reassuring  to  know  there’s 
a  warm  spot  left  for  us  in  the  heart  of 
Boston.  I’m  talking  about  the  Galerie 
Cafe  at  21  Huntington  Ave.,  a  conven¬ 
ient  and  comfortable  after  hours  alter¬ 
native  to  Ken ’s.  The  sandwiches  are  the 
best  bet  —  hefty  and  so  slow  in 
coming  that  you  just  know  they’re  be¬ 
ing  labored  over  with  love  out  back. 
You  can  dawdle  over  coffee  with  that 
special  someone  and  have  a  refill  of¬ 
fered  in  this  day  and  age!  Add  some 
genuinely  gay  service  and  an  atmo¬ 
spheric  light  level  that  even  induces  my 
lover  to  sit  still  and  talk  to  me  and  you 
might  find  yourself  as  hard-pressed  as  I 
am  to  not  break-up  that  magic  world 
.  .  Another  heart-warming  stop  you 
might  make  under  that  harvest  moon  is 


The  USA  and  Canada  directory  of  bars, 
organizations,  businesses,  mail  order, 
publications,  etc.  for  gay  women  and 
men.  published  May  and  November. 
$5  at  your  bookstore, 
or  $6  by  first  class  mail  from 
Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN. 
New  York.  NY  10014. 

GAYELLOW 

PAGES 

Listings  are  free. 

Write  for  an  application  form. 


the  1270’s  Italian  Dinner  on  Wednes¬ 
day  nights,  6-10  p.m.,  $2.00  a  head, 
and  no  cover  with  a  free  glass  of  wine 
.  .  .  You  might  just  make  it  home  in 
time  Wed.  night  to  catch  the  new  P.G. 
Wodehouse  Playhouse  on  Channel  2, 
beginning  at  9:30  for  the  next  13 
weeks.  So  cozy-up,  homebodies  and 
enjoy  the  sophisticated  side  of  Scott 
Fitzgerald’s  era  ...  If  you  do  venture 
out  into  the  apple-sharp  air,  make  it  all 
worthwhile  with  Jean  Cocteau,  a  one 
act  play  about  Paris’  enfant-terrible, 
running  Oct.  6  through  29  at  the 
French  Library,  53  Marlborough  St. 
(266-4354)  .  .  .  Don’t  despair,  it’s  in 
English  ...  If  you  feel  like  boning-up 
on  one  of  our  other  illustrious  ances¬ 
tors,  a  short  documentary  on  The 
Story  of  Michaelangelo  will  be 
screened  at  the  Boston  Public  Library 
on  Oct.  14  at  1:15  .  .  .  That  should  be 
early  enough  to  not  interfere  with  tea- 
time  at  what  looks  like  Gay  Central 
Station,  now  that  the  Fenway’s  cooling 
down  .  .  .  Sunday  evening  Oct.  16,  the 
benefit  series  of  films  for  the  Radcliffe- 
ftarvard  Women’s  Center  begins  at 
7:30  and  9:30  p.m.  with  Gertrude 
Stein:  When  This  You  See,  Remember 
Me,  among  others.  It’s  at  the  Harvard 
Science  Center  Hall  C  ...  Of  course, 
it’s  not  fully  fall  until  the  Cyclorama 
Antiques  and  Flea  Market  begins  its 
season  at  the  Boston  Center  for  the 
Arts.  The  first  show  is  Sunday  Oct.  16, 
from  noon  to  7  p.m.  It’s  one  of  the 
best  days  all  year  to  browse  for  deco  or 
Tom,  Dick  or  Harry  .  .  .  You’ll  prob¬ 
ably  be  too  late  to  participate  in  West¬ 
ern  Massachusetts’  glorious  display, 
but  that  Halloween  Dance  that  the 
Berkshire  Community  Gay  Coalition 


promised  us  willcome  about  on  the  31st' 
of  this  month.  Call  413-442-9450  be¬ 
tween  7  and  9  p.m.  for  more  info  .  .  . 
Looks  like  Boston’s  Beaux  Arts  Bust 
won’t  be  happening  again  this  year  be¬ 
cause  last  year’s  ball  was  such  an  em¬ 
barrassment  .  .  .  Bruce  Jope  is  not  only 
my  honey,  he’s  also  a  picture  framer 
and  an  antique  print  dealer.  Last  night, 
while  rummaging  around  our  sty  he 
ran  across  an  1899  map  of  our  city  and 
discovered  that  the  property  upon 
which  sit  the  Blagden  St.  Bars  was  once 
owned  by  the  Brothers  Gay  .  .  .  Last 
weekend,  Sylvia  Sidney  was  a  guest  on 
the  set  of  the  10  million  dollar  movie 
version  of  The  Wiz.  Sylvia’s  costume 
designer,  Richard  Tautkus  is  lending 
his  talents  to  the  motorcycle  monkeys 
who  will  carry  Diana  Ross  off  into  the 
clutches  of  the  wicked  witch  .  .  .  Other 
matters  of  fashion  include  Halston’s 
Pop  Art-lover  Victor  Hugo  flicking  his 
bic  to  burn  away  the  applique  on  some 
unsuspecting  Lacoste  shirt  in  the  audi¬ 
ence  of  the  recent  prestigious  Coty 
Awards  in  New  York.  Hugo  put  a 
damper  on  the  little  affair  by  dumping 
his  cocktail  on  the  poor  boy  .  .  .  Now, 
whose  sense  of  style  is  really  in  ques¬ 
tion?  .  .  .  Living  with  a  TV  addict  has 
its  compensations  —  sometimes  I  catch 
some  pretty  rewarding  things  when  I 
lower  my  nose.  Last  week’s  episode  of 
the  new  sitcom,  Carter  Country,  por¬ 
trayed  the  plight  of  a  gay  teacher  with 
intelligence  and  feeling  .  .  .  That’s  my 
formula  for  comedy  in  this  post-Fred¬ 
die  Prinz  season  .  .  .  We  weren’t  watch¬ 
ing  the  tube  Sunday,  though.  Instead, 
we  chatted  with  Gay  Legislation  co¬ 
ordinator  Joe  Martin  over  a  few  beers 
in  Sporters.  Joe’s  proved  his  diplo¬ 


macy  to  me  now  that  he’s  taken  those 
mixed-feelings  over  Styx’s  generous 
donation  out  of  those  wrong  hands  and 
accepted  the  money  ...  By  the  way, 
the  startling  new  decor  at  the  above 
club  has  manager  Robert  Salterio  on 
the  go  from  early  morning  on  till  late  in 
the  night  so  that  the  inconvenience  will 
be  kept  to  a  minimum.  One  glance 
shows  that  the  construction’s  well 
worth  it,  Robert  .  .  .  Stars  are  falling 
into  town  right  now,  as  wide-ranging  in 
color  and  tone  as  the  lovely  leaves 
we’re  all  missing.  Take  heart!  At  one 
end  of  the  spectrum  we’ll  have  Disco- 
Goddess  Grace  Jones  trying  her  rou¬ 
tine  at  15  Lansdowne  Street  on  the  11th 
.  .  .  Jones’  gracious  dedication  of  her 
new  Portfolio  album  is  to  her  friend 
Jimmy  Stuard  .  .  .  Light  and  lively 
Jade  and  Sarsparilla  will  be  at  The 
Berk  lee  Performance  Center  Oct.  1 1 
with  comedian  Robert  Klein  (266-1400) 
.  .  .  One  local  lady  on  the  rise  is  Miss 
Tina,  who’s  winning  hearts  and  hands 
at  Together  Monday  nights.  You  can 
measure  Tina’s  talent,  pound  for 
pound'.  .  .  The  press  news  this  week 
finds  Don  C.  Hanover  III  being  secre¬ 
tive  as  ever  about  that  book  in  works 
on  ballet-boys  .  .  .  Numbers,  that  new 
magazine  out  this  month  from  “the 
men  who  bring  you  Blueboy"  adds  up 
to  a  big  yawn  .  .  .  While  the  Advocate’s 
ads  for  that  new  Butt  Plug  has  me 
wondering  what  market  they’re  aiming 
for  —  those  who  can’t  get  enough  or 
those  who’ve  got  too  much?  .  .  .  Let’s 
all  have  one  last  laugh  on  Hugh  Hef¬ 
ner,  now  that  his  Boston  Playboy 
Club’s  on  its  way  to  become  Club  Max, 
the  newest  gay  attraction  on  the  boards 
.  .  .  Till  next  week,  I’m  yours  truly  .  .  . 
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CHRYSOMOU 

Home  again,  home  again,  jiggety  jig.  This 
is  the  better  place,  where  else  could  you 
find  so  much  free  fertilizer  and  an  army  of 
built-in  pets?  One  more  thing  behind  and 
lots  before.  All  my  love,  Grince. _ 

STANLEY 

Thank  you  for  everything.  You  are  the 
best  of  good  friends.  We  love  you  dearly. 

__  N&P. 

GWM  woodworker,  37,  seeks  mature 
younger  GWM,  possibly  as  helper/ap¬ 
prentice,  to  share  simple  country  life  in 
Vermont.  Photo,  please.  GCN  Box  831. 
_ _  (17) 

CUDDLES 

Don’t  let  the  wedgies  wear  you  or  anyone 

else  down. _ _ _ 

BEST  O' LUCK  TO 

NANCY  AND  PENNY. 
_ DAVES. 

A  MATURE  GW  DAD 

I  live  alone  in  rural,  interesting,  culturally 
lively  central  NE  area  far  from  small 
family  of  yng  children.  Poor  but  self- 
supporting  in  industry,  semi-professional 
in  human  services,  college  education, 
vegetarian-leaning,  non-smoking  &  drugs, 
dancing,  total  loving  relationship  with 
sex,  outside  interests.  Would  you  be 
mature,  educated,  responsible,  affection¬ 
ate,  alive  to  several  interests,  honest, 
open,  with  sense  of  humor  &  love  of 
home  life  &  healthy  activities?  Please 
write;  I  promise  you  an  answer.  GCN  Box 

832. _ _ 

FORMER  "BACK  BAY  BUDDY” 
Didn’t  see  you  in  P’Town  this  summer.  I 
have  thought  of  you  often  and  am  well, 
trust  you  are  too.  Don’t  have  your  NY 
address .  Fred/Amherst,  MA, _ (15  +  ) 

GWM,  20,  5’1 1",  170,  br.  eyes,  br.  hair, 
seeks  all  gay  in  NH  area  and  Boston  esp. 
mustaches.  Write  David,  14  Stratford 
Ave.,  Apt.  C-3,  Durham,  NH. _ (15) 

GWF  27,  I’m  seeking  a  stable,  resp. 
GWM,  mature,  for  financial,  emotional 
partnership  —  future  child-rearing.  Dead 
serious,  can’t  live  childless,  can  you? 
Jan,  GCN  Box  826. _ (14  +  ) 

Professional  GWF  40,  trying  to  forget 
past,  seeks  new  companionship.  Inter¬ 
ested  in  music,  sports,  animals,  etc.  Very 
lonely.  Please  write.  GCN  Box  827.  (15) 

NH  GWM  41  slim  wishes  to  hear  from 
other  non-fat  GM.  Int  include  Early  Amer, 
old  houses,  antiq,  archit,  int.  design, 
woodwkg,  gardeng,  outdrs,  good  books  & 
music  etc.  I’m  str  app  col  grad,  sine, 
honest,  shy,  sens,  aff,  humorous, 

sensual,  respon,  vry  disc — Iking  for 
same.  Let’s  talk  it  over,  friendship  very 
imp.  Wish  to  dev  Ing  term  mutually 
suprtve  relatnship  with  clean  deent  aff 
guy.  This  is  a  new  exprnce  for  me,  all  ser 
repls  ans.  I  care.  Write  GCN  Box  824.  (14) 

Bored?  Lonely?  Interested  in  gay  recrea¬ 
tion?  Group  forming  in  NH  seacoast. 
Come  x-country  ski,  swim,  hike,  bowl, 
bike,  etc.  Write  GCN  Box  820. _ (14) 

SEEK  W  CHRIST.  FEM 
GWM  Christ,  non  prac  welfare  34  5’11” 
220  lb  short  hung  x-husky  weight  lifter 
med  fat  belly  drk  bind  blu  a v  handsm  intel 
home  life  moderate  pro  white  seek  W 
Christ  Fern  It  20s-45  liq  ok  no  hd  drg 
sincere  only  write  Bob  Weeks,  Bx  532, 
Boston,  MA  02102. _ (16) 

43  y  o  GF  wishes  to  meet  other  GF  for 
purpose  of  friendship— am  not  looking 
for  a  lover— please  call  Toni  321-9133 
morns  only. _ (13  + ) 

WANTED:  YNG  HOUSEBOY,  COMP. 
GWM  20  Florida  with  own  condo  &  boat 
wants  sincere  young  GWM  to  travel  & 
take  care  of  condo.  Small  errands 
needed.  Pis  send  pix  &  why  you  want  to 
come.  Phil  Disco,  2768  NW  30th  Way, 
Laud  Lks,  FL  33311.  (305)  485-8470.  (14) 


GWF  28,  would  love  to  meet  fern,  or  sexy 
appr.  GWF  for  a  very  warm  &  affectionate 
relationship!  Please  respond  to  GCN  Box 
805.  (18) 

NOTHING  SUCCEEDS  LIKE  SUCCESS 
Try  a  GCN  Classified  and  get  to  know 
what  good  Is!  If  you  see  gays  walking 
around  the  streets  and  smiling  it’s 
because  they’ve  tried  it  and  liked  it!  Be 
the  first  on  your  block  to  have  your  very 
own  GCN  Box. _ _ 

CLOSET  WOMEN 

If  you  care  about  what  happens  to  gays 
and  want  to  contribute  in  some  way, 
please  contact  Nancy  at  GCN  Box  K77. 
Give  me  some  non-revealing  way  of 
getting  in  touch  with  you.  Please  make 
suggestions  about  how  you  think  women 
in  the  closet  can  make  some  impact  on 
the  political  scene  without  being 
exposed  or  uncomfortable  in  any  way. 
Thanks  very  much. _ (c) 

TYPEWRITER  FOR  SALE 
Late  model  Smith  Corona  machine. 
Original  price  $300,  asking  $200.  Call 
Chacha  at  482-5995.  (c) 


Prof  GWF  31  seeks  sincere  intelligent 
woman  28-43  who  also  desires  good  com¬ 
munication,  quiet  times,  trust  &  a  secure 
lasting  relationship^GCN  Box  818.  (13) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number  in 
any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

Box  _ ,  22  Bromfleld  St.,  Boston 

MA  02108. 


Prof  GWM  40’s  5’8",  150,  on  South  Shore, 
would  like  to  meet  similar  M'W /cultivated 
interests  for  company,  etc.  Write  GCN 
Box  828. _ (15) 

GF  35  interested  in  meeting  other  women 
outside  of  the  bar  setting.  Enjoy  quiet 
dinners  good  wine  music  photography 
being  outdoors.  GCN  Box  829. (14+.) 

LEWISTON  ME.  RADIO  HAM 
Gay  male  5'6"  170  interests  in  radio,  elec¬ 
tronics.  Age  24  yrs.  would  like  to  moot 
others  any  race/age  w/similar  interests. 
Mark  Box  3083,  Lewiston,  ME  04240.  (15) 

for  sole 

CHAIR  AND  SOFA  FOR  SALE 
Black  vinyl  chair  and  sofa  modern  style 
with  wood  siding.  Chair  in  excellent  condi¬ 
tion,  sofa  in  good  condition.  Perfect  for 
students.  Call  Donna  eves,  254-8584.  (15) 


PHOTOGRAPHY  ***  PHOTOGRAPHY 
••‘DON  C.  HANOVER  III*** 
523-4142  STUDIO  •  GALLERY  523-4142 
PORTRAITS,  PORTFOLIOS,  PERSONAL 
PHOTOS.  LOVERS,  FRIENDS,  STRANG¬ 
ERS  AND  OTHERS  WORKSHOP:  PHO¬ 
TOGRAPHING  THE  MALE  NUDE. 
COMING  IN  NOVEMBER... 

DON’T  CALL  OCTOBER  19-28 
(16) 


HASSLE-FREE  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
FOR  NH  GAYS 

Ethical-Conf  idential 
Individual  &  Couples 
Judith  Sigler,  Lyn  Foley 
(Both  MSW,  A CSW) 

By  Appointment 
(603)  224-5600  Concord 


Pleasant  studio  apt  in  South  End  avail. 
Oct.  1.  Friendly  house,  best  location. 
$1 75/mo.  Call  Dave  661-6975. 

Clean  modern  studio  and  1  bdrm  apts 
now  available.  Back  Bay  near  Pru.  Please 
call  Jay  267-7422  early  evening  and 
wkends  best.  Keep  trying. _ (13) 

Clean,  private  room  near  Pru.  Good  house 
w/nice  folks,  looking  for  same.  Pis  call 
Jay  267-7422  early  evening  or  weekends 
best.  Keep  trying. _ (13) 

LARGE  ROOM,  South  End,  available 
about  Oct.  7.  Pleasant  street,  all-gay 
house.  Phone  Dave  661-6975. 


So  End  Dartmouth  PI  1  bedr  apt  on  quiet 
st.  Hardwood  firs,  exp  br  wls,  bay.  Rent 
235/mo  avail  mid  Oct  Nov.  1.  Call  Terry 
262-7407  or  work  424-4075.  (13  +  ) 


services 


WOMAN  AUTO  MECHANIC 
Expert  repair  work  done  —  reasonable 
rates.  Call  331-3177  any  time  for  appoint¬ 
ment _ _ (14) 

OVER  40  AND  GAY 

Ongoing  personal  growth  group  for 
women  dealing  with  the  specialness  of 
being  gay  &  in  midlife  crisis  weekend  Oct 
14,  7-10pm  Oct  15  10-10  Wed  eve  7:30-9:30 
Co-led  by  lesbian  therapists  call  for  info 
(617)  354-598 1 .  (15) 

PRINTING:  The  kind  your  mother  would 
approve  of:  neat,  clean,  not  too  expen¬ 
sive,  and  produced  with  a  smile.  Bro¬ 
chures,  letterheads,  business  cards  — 
we  do  most  kinds  of  printing.  Also  type¬ 
setting.  Call  us.  Xanadu  Printing, 
661-6975. 


(FOR  ALL  TRAVEL  ARRANGEMENTS) 
160  Comm.  Ave.  (Vendome  Mall) 
Boston  (617)247-1832 


Gay  person  will  clean  your  apt  $3/hr  or 
cook  $4/hr  —  honest  &.  reliable.  Call 
241-7535  ask  for  George  or  leave 
message.  (c) 

PERSONALLY  YOURS 

JAY  ENGRAVERS,  catering  to  the  gay 
community,  does  fast,  expert  machine 
engraving  of  almost  anything  made  of 
metal.  Remember  how  awkward  and 
sometimes  frustrating  it  used  to  be  to 
have  jewelry,  etc.,  engraved  for  your 
lover???  Now,  all  that  can  be  happily  put 
behind  you.  Bring  this  ad  with  you  for 
$1.00  off  on  any  job,  any  time.  333 
Washington  St.,  Boston,  5th  fl,  rm 
536. _ (8, 10) 


GAY  BUSINESS  PERSONS 

Tired  of  dealing  with  many  sales  people? 
Have  problems  deciding  where  to  invest 
your  money  for  business  promotions?  D. 
Bellavance  Agency  will  help  you.  Free 
consultations.  Call  536-4400.  A  Board 
Member  of  the  Gay  Business  Associa¬ 
tion.  (51) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
S  GROUP  COUNSELING 

For  Quincy  anil  Nawton  call  472-1331 
For  Blockttono  Valley  or  Narragantett  Bay  Area 
CALI  (617)  BB3-(220  FOR  APPT. 


TYPING 

Manuscript,  thesis,  term  paper,  authors, 
legal  —  all  kinds.  Rates  start  at  60c  a  page. 
Call  daily  9  am  to  6  pm.  241-7535.  Ask  for 
Tony. _ _ (c) 

THEATRE  AND  CREATIVITY 
A  class  for  women  especially  designed  to 
help  you  discover  &  utilize  your  own 
creative  resources.  Using  the  body  as  an 
instrument  we  will  explore  improvisation  & 
movement.  10  wks.  $75.  Call  Judith 
628-0009. _ (15) 


THERAPY  GROUP 

Therapy  Group  for  Gay  Men  will  be  form¬ 
ing  Thursday  evenings  at  Homophile 
Community  Health  Service.  For  further 
details  and  intake  appointment,  please 
call  542-5188  before  1 4  Oct.  (15) 

oportments 

APT  FOR  RENT 

Large  &  small  apts  in  Allston.  Call  Tony  at 
783-5131  or  783-5701. 

2  Bdrms  rent  controlled  tenant  organized 
avail  Oct  Fenway  area.  Laundry  in  bldg, 
park  on  street,  near  MBTA.  $214,  no  sec 
dep  rqd.  Pet  OK,  resident  supt.  Call  267- 
1066,  6-10pm  only.  


U.  CONN  AREA 

Rooms  to  rent— Country  Cape— 7  miles  U 
Conn,  17  miles,  Htfd.  Mod  kit.  fireplace, 
privacy.  Considerate  mature  responsible 
non-smokers.  $85/mo  incl  utils.  Call  11 
am-1  pm  742-7155. _ (16) 

JP  1st  floor  nr  Forest  Hills  5  rms  in  3  apt 
bldg.  All  gay.  $160  plus  utils.  Call  Tom 
522-6889,  eves. _  (15) 

roommotes 


BEACON  HILL 

Own  room  avail  in  sunny,  clean,  2  bdr  apt. 
Prefer  neat,  responsible  non-smoker. 
$130  includes  all  utilities.  Call  523-7934 
or  423-4340  after  6  on  T ues.  &  Thurs.  (1 5) 
2  lesbians  need  3rd  to  complete  quiet, 
sunny,  3  bdr  apt  in  house  w/porches,  res. 
area— Oak  Sq.  Bri,  mostly  veg.,  no  cigs, 
rent  95/m  +  util.  782-3539. _ (18) 

Belmont— 2  women,  1  man  need  2  rmtes 
to  share  5  bedrm  apt.  Rent  $90/mo  + 
utils  &  sec  dep,  near  T.  Friendly,  open 
atmostphere.  Avail.  Oct.  15.  (617)  628- 
5474  Comma  or  Bruce.  _ (15  + ) 

GWM  seeks  2  clean,  discreet  roommates; 
no  alcohol  or  drug  probs.  Own  room  ea. 
+  kitchen  &  laundry  fac.  $38/wk.  + 
phone.  Call  Al  at  666-9697. _ (15) 

BEAUTIFUL  COUNTRY  HOUSE 
Male  roommates  wanted  to  share  country 
house  with  two  gay  males  in  twenties,  20 
mins  from  Bos.  Need  car.  GCN  Box  830. 

(15) 

Prfssnl  GWM  30  looking  4  a  nonsmoking 
responsible  person  2  split  2  ways  3  bed 
lux  apt  6  miles  north  of  Bos!  Utilities 
furnished,  ans.  service,  gym,  parking!!  I 
did  not  put  this  ad-N  4  sex!  I  pref  a 
student  or  educated  gay  WM  or  WF!  No 
lease  nec!  month  plus  month  n-adv  is! 
$300  M  each  322-1162  (call  5-7pm  only). 
_  (13+) 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  serve  all  New  England,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  phone  number. 

Non-business;  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  Characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines 
are  50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  Office: 
Our  hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included 
in  a  Personal  ad. 

Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run _ 

Name _ 


Box  Numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  you  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail 
forwarded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 
If  you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period, 
a  $5.00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 

Please  Circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 
APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  OFFERED  JOBS  WANTED  PENPALS 
ORGANIZATIONS  PERSONALS  RESORTS 
RIDES  ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 
MISCELL.  LOST  &  FOUND  PUBLICATIONS 

Headlines _ at  $ _ per  wk.  $ _ 

First  4  lines _ at  $ _ per  wk.  $ _ 

Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk.  $ _ 

Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $  1 .00/6  weeks  $ _ 

Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks  $ _ 

Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00  $ _ 

3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00  $ _ 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  ....  S _ 

Please  Print  Neatly. 

City _ State _ 


Address _ _ Zip _ Phone 


SPRINGFIELD 

GF  sks  GF  to  share  2  bdrm  Forest  Pk  apt. 
conv.  to  X,  Buses  —  clean  quiet  area  apt 
recent  renov.  $95/mo  inc  util.  No  pets, 
please  (413)  785-1 102. _ (14) 

2  GF’s  seek  1  other  (or  friendly  Beacon 
Hill  apt.,  large  sunny  bedroom  close  to 
transportation.  Rent  112.50  includes 
h/hw.  Call  742-6656. _ (13  +  ) 

NO  POLLUTION 

Vegetarian  lesbian  or  gay  man  for  a  bal¬ 
anced,  beautiful  straight  and  gay  home  (1 
F,  2  M)  in  Winchester  (near  Arlington),  15 
min  to  Boston,  35  by  bike  or  bus.  Support, 
trees,  tennis,  track,  garden,  darkroom, 
$100,  729-5668. _  (14) 

GWM  yng  straight  lookng  college  student 
lookng  for  same  to  share  my  cozy  quiet 
furnished  cottage  on  lake,  Holland,  MA. 
1  -413-245-3268. _ (13+J 

Professional  woman  seeking  woman  to 
share  suburban  country  home  (Sudbury) 
to  offset  out-of-town  college  exp.  Gay  or 
straight.  443-9908  or  752-3903  after 
6  pm. _ (14) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 
Two  GM  seek  congenial  rmmt.  Vege¬ 
tarian,  non-smoker,  we  have  two  cats. 
Modest  accommodations  for  $80/mo. 
Located  on  Fort  Hill  near  bus  line.  Call 
John  or  Lester  440-8551  or  426-8752.  (;) 


movers 

The  Jim  Clark  Moving  Co. 
Licensed-Insured-Professional 
24  hrsJday — 7  days/wk. — No  O.T.  charges 
Local  Jobs— Local  Rates _ 354-2184 

mi  sc 

EROTIC  STATUES 

A  trio  of  bold  and  erotic  statues:  Solo, 
Homage  to  Priapus,  Phallomania.  Illus¬ 
trated  brochure,  one  dollar.  Waynesart, 
Dept.  42,  28  SEDth  St.,  Fort  Lauderdale, 
FL  33316. _ (18) 

instruction 


RECORDER  STUDY  GROUP 
Wantgroup’for  serious  study  of  recorder, 
but  also  for  fun  &  companionship  — 
weekly  —  for  beginners.  Call  Jim  Henley 
eves  (617)964-5128. _ (13  +  ) 

job  op 


Male  lead  wanted  for  reviews.  Some 
stage  exp.  nec.  Call  289-8366,  284-5476. 
Ask  for  Chris  or  Jerry.  Only  serious  need 
apply.  Call  12-7  p.m. _ (?) 

Press  skills,  Camera  skills 
and  Dependability! 

are  some  of  the  things  we’re  seeking,  to 
fill  a  full-time  position  in  a  gay-owned 
business  doing  offset  printing  and 
graphic  arts  photography.  Initiative  and 
problem  solving  ability  a  must;  gender 
and  orientation  are  unimportant.  Xanadu 
j  Printing  Corp.,  143  Albany  St.,  Cambridge 
I  02139. _ 

Responsible  volunteer  receptionists 
needed  5-9  pm  week  nights.  Answer 
phone,  assist  administrators.  Join  staff 
that  serves  the  gay  community.  Homo¬ 
phile  Community  Health  Service 
542-5188.  (15) 

Tutor  needed  for  graduate  school  basic 
statistics  course.  Name  your  price,  flex- 
ible  hours.  266-7031.  _ (15  +  ) 

ACTORS! 

Four  experienced  male  actors  wanted  for 
play  reading.  Students  OK.  Reply  GCN 
Box  833. _ (15  +  ) 

COOK-BOOKKEEPER 
To  work  at  The  House  Restaurant  in  All- 
ston.  Call  Tony  783-5131. 


resorts 

••P’TOWN  FOR  $4  DAY** 

Only  at  Carl’s  Guest  House  in  our  new 
"Student  Dormitory."  P’Town  is  active 
until  Halloween — so  are  we — private 
rooms  $8  and  up.  Even  lower  group,  stud, 
and  weekly  rates  available.  Carl’s  Guest 
House,  68  Bradford  St.,  P’Town  02657- 
487-1650.  n  71 


GUEST  HOUSE 

So.  Vt.  Small  and  friendly,  kitchen  priv¬ 
ileges  and  other  features  —  mixed  clien¬ 
tele  rate  from  $8.  Come  visit  Gared,  W. 
Dover,  VT  05356.  (802)  464-5164,  (17) 

Northern  Maine's  only  gay  guesthouse 
accepting  reservations  for  1977  hunting 
located  in  virgin  country  beyond  roads. 
Jack's  Chesuncook  Village,  ME  04441.  (16) 

job  wanted 

Exp.  mgr.  w/bent  to  the  arts  seeks  office 
or  related  pos.  where  being  gay  doesn’t 
matter.  Varied  bkgrnd.  Wing  to  relcte. 
Resume  from  GCN  Box  823.  (15) 


Light  housecleaning,  odd  jobs  wanted. 
Call  Taffy  482-5995. _ (c) 
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penpals 

We  get  many  requests  from  gays  fn 
prison  to  put  pen  pal  ads  in  for  them. 
'  Limited  space  prevents  us  from  printing 
as  many  of  these  ads  as  we  would  like  to, 
since  the  prisoners  do  not  have  the  funds 
to  pay  for  their  ads.  We  will  print  more  if 
anyone  out  there  is  willing  to  contribute. 

.  For  each  $3  we  receive  we  can  print  one 
more  pen  pal  ad.  Send  checks  to  Penpals, 
GCN  Box  k92.  ■■  (c) 

Gay  prisoner,  very  lonely.  31,  blond,  blue 
eyes,  5'11”,  Virgo.  Seek  goodlkng  guy,  27 
who  is  lonely  and  really  wants  friend. 
Rick  Baniel  144  099,  P.O.  Box  45699, 
Lucasville,  OH  45699. _ (15) 

Attractive,  intelligent  M  28,  5'6",  140  sks 

[correspondence  w/gay  community.  Gene 
Jones,  007813,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL 
32091.  (15) 

22,  5’10”,  green  eyes,  auburn  hair,  155 
lbs.  Would  like  to  hear  from  anyone  in 
free  world.  Frankie  J  Guinan,  Box  900, 
#23285,  Jefferson  aty,  MO  651 01 .  (15) 

WM  23,  5’11",  180,  brown  hair,  green 
eyes,  muscular  build,  Gemini.  Would  like 
to  hear  from  all  readers.  Jesse  D. 
Spencer,  053984,  P.O.  Box  628,  Lake 
Butler,  FL  32054. _  (15) 

23,  Black  M  doing  life  sentence.  Be  free 
in  2-3  years.  Lkng  for  someone  very 
"feminine.”  Need  new  place  to  relocate. 
Kenneth  Hodge  030226,  P.O.  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091. _ (15) 

Very  lonely  yng  man  lkng  for  kind,  loving 
person  to  correspond  with.  Want  long 
and  lasting  relationship  to  help  me  forget 
sorrowful  part  of  my  life.  Fred  Suggs 

J  055089,  P.O.  Box  2886,  Dorm  C-4-7,  Vero 
Beach,  FL  32960. _ (15) 


Please  write.  Elijah  Tucker  000316,  P.O. 
Box  747.  Starke.  Fla.  32091 .  (15) 

organizations 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  WORCESTER,  church  service  at  6  In¬ 
stitute  Road,  2  p.m.  Sundays.  Rev.  Jos.  H. 
Gilbert,  pastor.  756-0730.  The  3rd  year 
.begins. _ _ 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00  p.m. 
(hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge  St.,  Bos¬ 
ton  (Old  West  Church).  Edward  T. 
Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All  per¬ 
sons  are  welcome.  


BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity  Boston  sponsors  EXODUS  MASS, 
a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street  Church 
(Boston),  Boylston  St.  entrance,  at  5:30 
p.m.  For  info  contact  Dignity/Boston,  102 
Charles  St.,  Box  172,  Boston,  MA  02114  or 
call  739-1091.  (5/35) 

NGTF NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing  gay 
civil  rights  group  In  the  country!  The 
National  Gay  Task  Force  works. with  a 
professional  staff  on  media  representa¬ 
tion,  national  legislation,  information 
clearinghouse,  religious  reforms,  cor¬ 
porate  non-discrimination  statements, 
morel  Help  support  our  work  —  join  now. 
$15  membership  ($5  limited  income)  in¬ 
cludes  Newsletter.  NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave., 
Rm.  506,  New  York,  NY  10011. 

GAY  ACTIVISTS  ALLIANCE  NJ 
—Men  and  women  —  Militantly  gay  — 
militantly  proud  —  Join  us  at  176  Kansas 
St.,  Hackensack,  NJ,  every  Frl.  at  9  p.m. 
Political  action  caucus  Tuesdays  at  8:30 
p.m.  (201)  343-6402. _ 

LUTHERANS 

ALC,  LCA  AND  Mo.  Uniting  for  justice, 
love,  understanding  in  our  church. 
Lutherans  Concerned  (for  gay  people), 
Box  B-191 14A,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90019. 

COMING  TO  S.F.  BAY  AREA? 
Stanford  Gay  People’s  Union  welcomes 
you.  Social  hours,  rap  group,  peer  coun¬ 
seling,  programs,  parties.  Phone  (415) 
497-1488;  mail  to  Box  8265,  Stanford,  CA 
94305.  _ 

CONSCIOUSNESS  RAISING 
Men,  40  and  older,  have  problems  differ¬ 
ent  from  young  Gay  Activists.  Small  dis¬ 
cussion  group  forming  NYC.  Call  (212) 
242-81 1 2  or  write  Burdick,  Apt.  1 C,  270  W. 
25th  St.,  NYC,  NY  10001. _ 

In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alliance/ 
Morris  County  meets  every  Monday  at 
8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of  Unitarian  Fel¬ 
lowship,  Normandy  Heights  Rd.,  Morris- 
town,  NJ.  Info:  (201)  884-0653;  347-6234. 

JOIN  DIGNITY 

Gay  and  Catholic?  Find  out  more  from 
Dignity,  a  national  organization  of  gay 
and  concerned  Catholics.  Write  Dignity, 
755  Boylston  St.,  Rm.  413,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense  Fund, 
2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle,  WA  98109. 
(206)  282-5798.  Membership  $5.00. 


publications 


WHAT’S  NEW  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO? 
Read  the  SENTINEL  and  find  out.  News, 
features,  opinion  columns.  Politics,  the 
arts,  entertainment,  sports,  contests, 
classifieds.  San  Francisco’s  NEWSpaper. 
Biweekly.  $15/year.  SENTINEL,  12  Sharon 
St.,  S.F.,  CA  94114. _ (c) 

“FASCINATING," 

says  William  S.  Burroughs.  "Enormously 
useful”  —  Gore  Vidal.  Send  $1  for  sample 
of  “S.T.H.,  the  Manhattan  Review  of  Un¬ 
natural  Acts.”  Nationwide  homosexual 
experiences  and  opinions.  Write  Box  982, 
NYC  10019. _ (16) 

CALIFORNIA  SCENE.  7th  year.  Sample 
copy  $1.25,  ten  copies  $10.  Articles  of 
general  interest  and  news  of  all  California 
plus  photos,  theatre,  movie  reviews  and 
book  reviews.  Box  26032,  Los  Angeles, 
CA  90026. _ 

“The  Wishing  Well";  a  national  publica¬ 
tion  with  emphasis  on  helping  gay/fem¬ 
inists  reach  others  with  similar  life 
styles.  Code  no’s  used  to  insure  confi¬ 
dentiality.  P.O.  Box  1711,  Santa  Rosa,  CA 
95403. 


FOCUS 

A  monthly  journal  of  fiction,  articles, 
poetry,  book  reviews,  etc.  by,  for  and 
about  gay  women.  1  year  subscription  (12 
issues)  $6.  Sample  copy  60c.  Always  sent 
in  plain  envelope.  Focus,  Box  GCN,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02138.  (c) 

THEY  WILL  KNOW  ME  BY  MY  TEETH 
Magaera  Press  proudly  announces  pub¬ 
lication  of  stories  &  poems  of  Lesbian 
struggle,  survival,  and  celebration  by 
Elana  Dykewoman  (author  of  "Riverflnger 
Woman").  For  Women  Only  from  Old 
Lady  Blue  Jeans,  P.O.  Box  515,  North¬ 
ampton,  MA  01060.  $3.50  plus  postage 
(25c). 


Over  21  ?  Send  for  our  man  to  man  or  gal  to 
gal  list.  Specify  which.  Only  $2  and  confi¬ 
dential.  Send  today.  Jaycee  Box  356, 
Lancster,  M A  01523. _ (16) 

GAY  SCENE  —  The  Picture  Homophile 
Monthly  in  8th  Year  of  Publication.  News 
From  Everywhere;  Movement  News; 
King's  Reviews  (Stage,  Screen,  Book  & 
T.V.);  D.D.’s  Best  Bets;  Lesbian  Life;  Arti¬ 
cles;  Nude  Plaything  of  the  Month;  Reli¬ 
gious  News;  Personals;  and  More.  Send  $1 
for  sample  copy.  $8.00  for  12  Issues  (In 
Plain  Envelope)  To:  REGIMENT,  Box  247, 
Grand  Cent.  St.,  NYC  10017. 


KEEP  UP  WITH  THE  SOUTH 
Subscribe  to  the  Free  Press,  a  Southern 
news/magazine  published  every  two 
weeks  in  Charlotte,  NC,  comprised  of 
news,  features  and  regular  columns  of 
interest  to  everyone.  Two  year  subscrip¬ 
tion  (52  Issues)  $10.00;  one  year  sub¬ 
scription  (26  Issues)  $6.00;  sample  copy 
25c.  Please  respond  to  Free  Press,  Box 
2550,  Charlotte,  NC  28234.  Thank  yawl. 

OHIO  GAY  JOURNAL 
Subscribe  to  High  Gear,  Cleveland  based, 
non-sexist  monthly  journal  for  gay 
women  and  men.  Features  Ohio  news, 
historical-cultural  features,  politics,  run¬ 
ning  satire,  music,  et  al.  Send  $5  for  1  yr. 
sub.  or  50c  for  sample  copy  to  High  Gear, 
P.O.  Box  6177,  Cleveland,  Ohio  44101. 

LAVENDER  SOUTH 

Discover  the  realities  of  the.Southern  gay 
experience.  Read  The  Barb,  The  News 
Monthly  for  Southern  Gays.  Regional  and 
National  News:  Lifestyle  Commentary, 
Entertainment  Columns.  Subscriptions 
per  year:  $5/3d  class;  $8/1  st  class. 
Sample  50c.  (All  copies  mailed  in  anony¬ 
mous  envelope.)  Classifieds  lOc/word. 
Master  Charge,  Euro  Card  and  Acess  ac¬ 
cepted.  The  South’s  largest  gay  publica¬ 
tion:  The  Barb,  Box  7922-B,  Atlanta,  GA 
30309. 


BOSTON  BAR  GUIDE 

BAMBOO  LOUNGE 

DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 

SOMEWHERE 

30  Avery  St. 

At  The  House  Restaurant. 

295  Franklin  St.  423-7730  ; 

Food,  Mixed. 

12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 

Disco  Dancing,  Mixed,  Sunday  Brunch 

BOSTON  EAGLE 

Men  &  Women.  “It’s  Different." 

12-2PM. 

88  Queensberry  St.  247-9586 

HARRY’S  PLACE 

SPORTER’S  CAFE  j 

Leather,  Men,  Thurs.  Club  Nite,  Sunday 

45  Essex  St. 

228  Cambridge  St. 

Brunch  3PM,  Movies  Mon.  &  Tues.  8PM 

Dancing,  Men. 

Food,  Men,  Saturday  Brunch  5PM, 

CARNIVAL  LOUNGE 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 

Movies  Mon.,  3PM,  Sunday  Brunch  3PM. 

39  Boylston  St.  338-7159 

12  Carver  St.  338-8577 

STYX 

Dancing,  Mixed. 

Leather,  Men,  Sunday  Brunch  7PM,  Thurs. 

20  Blagden  St.  247-3910 

CHAPS 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 

Disco  Dancing,  Men. 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 

52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 

THE  SHED 

Food,  Men. 

Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Men. 

272  Huntington  Ave.  ! 

CITADEL 

PLAYLAND 

Leather,  Men,  Sunday  Brunch  4PM. 

22  Avery  St.  482-9040 

21  Essex  St. 

TOGETHER 

Dancing,  Men. 

Men  (Some  Women). 

110  Boylston  St. 

CLUB  76 

119  MERRIMAC 

Disco  Dancing,  Mixed. 

76  Batterymarch  St.  542-3377 

119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 

1270 

Food,  Mixed 

Dancing,  Men,  Tues.-Thurs.  Buffet  9-1 1PM 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 

COMMUNITY  CLUB 

RAINBOW  ROOM 

Disco  Dancing,  Mixed  (Mostly  Men). 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 

15  Lansdowne  St. 

TWELVE  CARVER 

Noon  to  2AM,  7  days  a  week. 

Disco  Dancing,  Men. 

12  Carver  St.  j 

Dancing,  Games,  Food. 

SAINTS 

Men. 

(Call  354-8807)  Women. 

everyweek 


MONDAYS 

12  noon  —  Northeastern  U.  GSO  meeting,  Ell 
Center,  rm.  349,  360  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston. 
Everyone  welcome. 

5:30  pm  —  Women’s  Community  Health  Center 
open  house,  137  Hampshire  St.,  Cambridge. 

6-10  pm  -  NH  Lambda  for  lesbians,  phone  (603) 
228-8542. 

6:30-8pm  —  Alcoholism  discussion/education 
group  for  lesbians,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1145  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA, 
661-1316 

6:30-8:30  pm  —  Gay  Health  Services  by  appoint¬ 
ment,  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  16 
Haviland  St.,  Boston,  267-7573. 

7pm  —  Gay  alcoholics  group,  10  Walnut  St.,  Wor¬ 
cester,  MA 

7.9  pm  _  u.  of  Vermont  Gay  Switchboard, 
656-4173. 

7-10  pm  —  UMass  Gay  Women’s  Caucus  Hotline, 
545-3438. 

7- 9  pm  —  Yggdrasil  Gay  Gathering  at  Yggdrasil, 

15  Gilbert  Rd.,  Storrs,  CT,  (203)  486-4737. 

7:30  pm  —  UMass  Amherst,  Bisexual  Women’s 
Rap  Group,  Campus  Center. 

8  pm  —  Lesbian  Rap  and  Action  Group,  Cam¬ 
bridge  Women’s  Center  basement,  (617)  354-8807. 

8  pm  —  Lesbian  Rap  at  Women's  Center,  215  Park 
St.,  NH. 

8  pm  —  GPC  business  meeting,  Columbia  U., 
Furnald  Basement,  Broadway  at  115th  St. 

8- 9  pm  —  "None  of  the  Above,”  WWUH-FM  (91.3), 
West  Hartford,  CT,  (203)  521-4553. 

8  pm  —  Lesbian  Rap  at  Women’s  Center,  148 
Orange  St.,  New  Haven,  CT. 

8:30  pm  —  Hartford  Gay  Alcoholics  Group, 
(203)  522-2646. 

8:30  pm  —  Gay  Alliance  at  Yale,  open  meeting, 
basement  Hendrie  Hall,  165  Elm  St.,  New  Haven, 
436-8945;  public  welcome. 

9  pm  —  Gay  discussion  group,  Columbia  U., 
Furnald  basement,  Broadway  at  115th  St. 

TUESDAYS 

9  am-2:30  pm  —  Brown  U.  Gay  Lib,  305  Faunce 
House,  Providence,  Rl,  863-3062. 

1  pm  _  MCC  Campus  Ministry,  RIC  Student  U., 
rm  312,  Providence,  Rl. 

4:30-9:30  —  MCC  open  hours  with  M.  Hougen, 
drop-in  center,  2  Wellington  St.,  Worcester,  MA 

6:30-8  pm  —  Women’s  Gay  Collective,  Women’s 
Center,  UConn,  CT,  (203)  486-4738 

7  pm  —  Pot  Luck  Supper,  228 Vi  Atwells  Ave.,  Prov¬ 
idence,  Rl. 

7:30pm  —  Integrity,  gay  Episcopalians,  Emmanuel 
Church,  15  Newbury  St.,  Boston 

8  pm  -  DOB  women’s  rap,  1151  Mass.  Ave..  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA.  661-3633. 

8  pm  —  Springfield  Gay  Alliance,  First  Unitarian 
Church,  245  Porter  Lake  Dr„  Springfield. 

8  pm  —  Martha’s  Vineyard  gay  women  and  men 
rap  group,  info  call  627-5370. 


8:30  pm  —  Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA,  Assump¬ 
tion  Parish  Hall,  791  Potters  Ave.,  Providence, 
Rl,  231-5853. 

WEDNESDAYS 

9  am  —  “Gay  News”  radio  on  WHUS-FM,  (91.7), 
Storrs,  CT. 

11  am  —  Gay  discussion  group  of  Drop-In  Center 
of  Northern  Essex  Community  College,  Haver¬ 
hill,  MA;  open  to  everyone. 

6- 10  pm  -  NH  Lambda  for  lesbians,  phone  (603) 
228-8542. 

6:30-8:30  pm  —  Gay  Health  Services,  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland  St,  Bos¬ 
ton,  267-7573. 

7  pm  —  Lesbian  Support  Group,  UNH  Women’s 
Center,  Durham,  NH. 

7  pm  —  Liberation  Rap  Group,  (617)  756-0730. 

7  pm  —  Framingham  Unicorn  Society  meets  2nd 
and  4th  Wednesday;  Box  163,  Framingham,  MA 
01701. 

7- 9  pm  —  GRAC  Volleyball  on  Fenway  (b’tween 

rose  garden  and  baseball  diamond),  Boston. 

7-10  pm  —  Gay  Women's  Collective,  UConn  Wo¬ 
men’s  Center,  (203)  486-4738. 

7-9  pm  —  University  of  Vermont  Gay  Switchboard, 
(802)656-4173. 

7:30pm  —  MCC  midweek  service,  11  Amity  St., 
Hartford,  CT. 

8  pm  —  Nashua,  NH  Area  Gays  rap  session, 
call  Ken  (603)  673-5315  or  Doug,  882-8732. 

8  pm  —  Discussion  group  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  Christ  Church,  20  Carroll  St.,  Pough¬ 
keepsie,  NY. 

8  pm  —  HUM  meets,  Box  262,  Fitchburd,  MA 
01420. 

8  pm  —  Yalesbians  meeting,  rm.  B-8,  Hendrie 
Hall,  165  Elm  St.,  New  Haven,  CT,  436-8945. 

8:30  pm  —  Gay-straight  Rap,  UConn,  Mental 
Health  Clinic,  (203)  486-4705. 

9-12  pm  —  Gay  Social,  Columbia  U.,  Furnald 
Basement,  Broadway  at  115th  St. 

10:15  pm  —  “Gaybreak  Radio”  on  WMUA-FM  (91.1) 
(1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays). 

10:15  pm  —  "Gay  News"  radio  on  WHUS-FM,  (91.7), 
Storrs,  CT. 

THURSDAYS 

9  am-2:30  pm  —  Brown  U.  Gay  Lib,  305  Faunce 
House,  Providence,  Rl,  863-3062. 

3:30  pm  —  UMass/Amherst,  Gay  Male  Rap  Group, 
Cottage  B,  near  Worcester  Dining  Common. 

5  pm  —  Brandeis  Gay  Alliance,  Usdan  Student 
Ctr.,  Conf.  Rm.  C,  Brandeis  U.,  Waltham,  MA. 

7  pm  —  Gay  Alcoholics,  St.  Vincents  Hospital, 
Worcester,  MA. 

7  pm  —  Game  Night,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence, 
Rl,  alternate  weeks. 

7-10  pm  —  UMass  Gay  Women’s  Caucus  Hotline, 
545-3438. 


7:30  pm  —  Peoples  Gay  Alliance,  UMass/Amherst, 
8th  floor  of  Campus  Center. 

8pm  —  Womenspace  coffeehouse  and  workshop, 

11  Amity  St.,  Hartford,  CT. 

8  pm  —  Capital  Dist.  Gay  Comm.  Council,  332 
Hudson  Ave.,  Albany,  NY  12210. 

8  pm  —  Dykes  &  Tykes,  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.,  Cambridge,  MA,  third  floor,  care  for 
young  people,  354-8807. 

8-9:30  pm  —  Gay  Alliance  at  UConn  in  Commons, 
rm  312. 

8-9  pm  —  Lesbian  Mother  rap  group,  21  Bay  St., 
Cambridge,  MA,  661-2537. 

8:15  pm  —  Drinking  problems  rap  group,  HCHS, 
80  Boylston  St.,  rm.  855,  Boston. 

8:30  pm  —  Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  UMass/Am¬ 
herst,  8th  floor  of  Campus  Center. 

8:30  pm  —  Gay  Alliance  at  Yale,  Hendrie  Hall 
basement,  436-8945,  New  Haven,  CT. 

9  pm  —  Emerson  Homophile  Society,  rm.  24,  96 
Beacon  St.,  Boston. 

FRIDAYS 

7- 9  pm  —  GRAC  men's  basketball,  Lindemann 
Center,  Hurley  Bldg.,  Staniford  St.,  Boston. 

7:30pm  —  Am  Tikva  service,  social  at  Frost 
Lounge,  Ell  Center,  Northeastern  Univ.,  360 
Huntington  Ave.,  Boston 

7:30  pm  —  Rap  group  for  men  and  women,  MGTF, 
193  Middle  St.,  Portland,  ME. 

7:30  pm  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Workshop,  21  Bay 
St.,  Cambridge,  MA,  info  call  783-9415. 

7:30  pm  —  Gay  get-together,  downstairs  round- 
room,  Billings  Center,  U  of  VT,  Burlington. 

8- 11  pm  —  Berkshire  Community  Gay  Coalition, 
Unitarian  Church,  Wendell  Ave.,  Pittsfield,  MA, 
(413)  442-7033. 

8  pm-12  —  Brown  U.  Gay  Lib,  305  Faunce  House, 
Providence,  Rl,  863-3062. 

8  pm  —  East  Conn.  Gay  Alliance,  889-7530. 

8  pm  —  “Somewhere  Coffeehouse,”  MCC/Hart- 
ford,  11  Amity  St.,  Hartford. 

8:30  pm  —  Alcoholics  Together,  Our  Lady  of  Vic¬ 
tory  Church,  Isabella  St.,  Boston. 

9- 12  pm  —  GAY  coffeehouse,  Hendrie  Hall  base¬ 
ment,  165  Elm  St.,  New  Haven,  CT. 

SATURDAYS 

2  pm  —  Project  Lambda  Rap  session  for  gay  teen¬ 
agers,  70  Charles  St.,  Boston. 

8  pm-12  —  Brown  U.  Gay  Lib,  305  Faunce  House, 
Providence,  Rl,  863-3062. 

10  pm-3  am  —  Worcester  Hotline,  791-6562. 

SUNDAYS 

10:30  am  —  "Closet  Space,"  WCAS-AM  (740). 

11  am  —  Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple,  348 
West  14th  St.,  NYC. 

2  pm  —  Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple,  348 
West  14th  St..  NYC. 


2  pm  —  MCC/Worcester  service,  Central  Cong. 
Church,  6  Institute  Rd.,  Worcester. 

2-4  pm  —  GRAC  swimming  at  Lindemann  Center, 
Staniford  St.,  Boston. 

2:30  pm  —  "Gay  A's"  Alcoholics  Rap,  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.,  Boston. 

4-6  pm  —  Gay  Women's  Group  of  Providence  rap 
(401)  831-5184. 

5  pm  —  Dignity/Integrity  Mass,  St.  Luke's  Church 
17  S.  Fitzhugh  St.,  Rochester,  NY. 

5  pm  —  MCC/Boston  Bible  study  group,  131  Cam¬ 
bridge  St.,  523-7664. 

5:30  pm  —  Exodus  Mass,  St.  Clement’s  Church, 
1105  Boylston  St.,  Boston. 

5:30pm  —  Dignity  service,  Arlington  St.  Church, 
Boylston  St.  entrance,  Boston 

6:30  pm  —  Gay  Church  Services,  23  Franklin  St., 
Bangor,  ME. 

7  pm  —  Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple,  348 
West  14th  St.,  NYC. 

7  pm  —  MCC  services,  South  Church,  292  State 
St.,  Portsmouth,  NH  (first  Sunday  of  month). 

7  pm  —  MCC/Albany,  NY,  332  Hudson  Ave.  (except 
first  Sunday  of  month  at  6  pm). 

7  pm  —  MCC/NY  worship,  201  W.  13th  St.  (corner 
of  7th  Ave.). 

7  pm  —  MCC/Boston,  worship  and  fellowship,  Old 
West  Church,  131  Cambridge  St.,  Boston. 

7:30pm  —  MCC  worship.  425  College  St.,  New 

Haven,  CT. 

7:30  pm  —  MCC/Hartford,  11  Amity  St.,  Hartford, 
CT. 

7:30  pm  —  “Come  Out  Tonight,”  radio  WYBC-FM 
(94.3),  New  Haven,  CT. 

8  pm-12  —  Brown  U.  Gay  Lib,  305  Faunce  House, 
Providence,  Rl,  863-3062. 

8-12pm  —  NH  Lambda  for  lesbians,  phone  (603) 
332-4440 
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calendar 


II  tue 


Allston,  MA  —  Women’s  monthly  Inter¬ 
national  Folk  Dance  Party,  7:30pm, 
Allston  Congregational  Church,  Quint 
Ave.,  women  of  all  ages  and  abilities 
welcome,  $1,  info  call  Laura  at  623-1462. 


Providence,  Rl  —  Gay  Political  Caucus 
meets  at  7:30pm,  55  Eddy  St. 


Boston  —  Integrity:  Episcopalians  and 
friend^,  7:30pm,  Emmanuel  Church,  15 
Newbury  St.,  panel  on  “Coming  Out  to 
Parents  and  Friends.” 


15  sat 


Boston  —  Mountain  climb  and  hike; 
leave  Boston  Common  at  Beacon  St., 
8am,  to  Mt.  Wachusett  in  Fitchburg 
area;  info  call  227-6167,  Sturgis. 


Silver  Lake,  MA  —  Women’s  Concert 
Series,  Lou  Crimmins,  1  pm;  for  info  call 
585-8826  between  6-7,  Mon.  or  Fri.;  sug¬ 
gested  donation  $2.50. 


Cambridge  —  Ella  Weil,  feminist  singer 
and  songwriter,  at  Old  Cambridge  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.;  women 
only,  child  care  provided,  admission 
$1.50.  8pm. 


14  Sri 


Boston  —  Am  Tikva,  Jewish  group, 
meets  at  Ell  Center,  Northeastern 
Univ.,  360  Huntington  Ave.,  7:30pm. 

Boston  —  Poetry  reading,  everyone 
welcome,  Cafe  Gallery,  Dartmouth  and 
Appleton  Sts.,  8pm,  open  reading. 

Boston  —  Dignity  lecture  on  “History 
of  New  Rite  of  Reconciliation”  by  Fr. 
Fink  at  Paulist  Center  library,  5  Park 
St.,  8pm. 

Storrs,  CT  —  UConn  Gay  Alliance 
sponsors  disco  party  at  Puerto  Rican 
Center,  9  pm,  BYOB,  info  call  486-2273. 


Boston  —  Gay  Folk  Dancing  for 
women  and  men  Upstairs  at  Some¬ 
where,  295  Franklin  St.,  4pm. 

Cambridge  *-  Ella  Weil,  feminist  singer 
and  songwriter,  at  Redbook,  136  River 
St.,  8pm,  $1.50,  child  care  provided; 
women  and  men  invited. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Fall  Frolic  Dance  at 
MIT  Student  Center,  84  Mass.  Ave.,  9-1, 
$1.50  donation. 

16  sun 

Boston  —  Lesbians-in-Law  Potluck 
Dinner,  7:30pm;  lawyers,  law  students 
and  legal  workers  invited.  Call  522-2961 
for  info. 


1®  tue 

Medford,  MA  —  Gay  roller  skating  to 
live  organ  music  at  the  Bal-a-Roue 
every  Tuesday,  8-1 1pm  ($3),  376  Mystic 
Ave. 

19  wed  .■;| 

Cambridge  —  Movie  at  Bread  &  Roses, 
134  Hampshire  St.,  9pm,  In  This  House 
of  Brede. 

ZZ  sat  '  •’  |  - ; 

Andover,  MA  —  Films  at  Christian  For¬ 
mation  Center,  8pm.  Monday  Morning 
Pronouns,  producer,  Micki  Dickoff  will 
be  present;  $1  donation. 


SUBSCRIBE 


Name 

□  52  weeks  *15.00 

Street 

□  25  weeks  *8.00 

□  12  weeks  *4.00 

City 

... ...  .  _  State 

□  2  years  *27.00 

Zip - 


Mo/J  to:  New  i  1  Renewal 

GCN  Subscriptions 
22  Bromfield  Street 
Boston.  Mass.  02108 


Enclose  cneck  or  money  oruer  payable 
"GCN  "  DO  NOT  send  cash  Ihrouqh  the  mail 
AM  copies  sent  in  sealed,  no-peck  envelope. 


Please  send _ copies  of  A  Gay  Per¬ 

son’s  Guide  to  New  England  including  the  1977 
supplement  at  $4.25  each  (3.75  plus  .50  postage). 
Please  send _ copies  of  A  Gay  Per¬ 

son’s  Guide  to  New  England,  1977  supplement 
only  at  $1.50. 


